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who claimed it under that grant. 





selves despoiled of their territory, was, as may | 
readily be imagined, extreme. The anecdote goes | 
so far, indeed, as to inform us that by way of | 
showing their indignation, the whole assembly, for | 
the next year, in the presence of a vagt concourse | 
of people—such as had never been witnessed in | 
that part of the land—collecting the rays of the sun 
literally by fire from Heaven, burnt up the record. | 
But the good faith which had always characte- | 
rized, and I hope ever will characterize the people | 
of this nation, still retained its controlling influ- | 
ence, and when the re came up upon the | 
grant, it wasconfirmed. A war between this com- 
pany and the State of Georgia followed, and, in 
these circumstances, what did the* Federal Gov- 
ernment do? It interposed, and bought up the 
claim. Well, now, Mr. President, suppose the 
Federal Legislature had undertaken to prescribe 
to that territory terms prohibiting involuntary ser- 
vitude: do you think that the people of Georgia, 
in that territory, would have submitted? Why 
not? For the very reason that the Federal Gov- 
ernment had no authority todoso. It would have 
been a fraud; and whilst the Government inter- 
posed for the purpose of remedying the conse- 
quences of a fraud, it would itself have perpetrated 
on the Constitution one of the most stupendous | 
frauds which could be imposed upon a free people. 
And why? If the Federal Government have the 


j 


power now, they had it then; and just as much | 
ut, at that time, when good faith | 
and a regard to the true principles of the Constitu- | 
tion prevailed, the very thought of it would have | 
‘by every section of || 
Yes, by New York, that comes here | 


then as now. 


been repudiated with scorn 
the Union. 
with her resolutions instructing her Senators to 
acquire territory by war, and then portion it out 
according to her prescription. I take North Caro- 
lina as another example. She owned Tennessee. 
North Carolina was the State in which the first 
symptom of the Revolution was found. Did she 
attempt to sae any terms for her territory on 
the groun 

power of sovereignty over it? 
dreamed of such a thing. 

I now, sir, come to my proposition, that Con- 
ress eXercising the power, which has been con- 
erred upon it in its organic form, has no such thing 
as sovereign control; or, I mean the same sover- 


No; she never 


eign control as one of the commonwealths of this | 
republic in relation to the territories of the Union. | 


I deny utterly any such sovereignty. Congress 
has a right to make all needful rules and regula- 
tions for her territories; but what power has Con- 


ress to appropriate territory? Now, by way of | 


illustration. Suppose now, by a majority, Con- 
gress were to undertake to convert Oregon Terri- 
tory into a State, and to impose upon it a Constitu- 
tion giving it Territorial or State rights to send 
members here, not only to speak but. vote, would 


you have the power? A State would have the | 


wer. A State has the right to say—I don’t 
now but it may say—that no one who owns 
slaves shall be eligible. A State also has the power 


to say that no one shall be eligible unless he be a | 


Protestant, or unless he be a non-slaveholder. I 
don’t know but in a State Constitution it might be 
80. But the proposition supposes this, whether 
Congress were to undertake now, in relation to 
any territory whatever, to say that no one shall 
£0 upon that territory and be eligible to office or 
to franchise in that territory, unless he is a non- 
slaveholder? No; Congress has no such power. 
It has no sovereign authority to deal with the ter- 
ritory, as a State, within its own jurisdiction, can 
With its own land. If it assume the power—as 
Mr. Pinckney says—it is a wilderness of power— 
itis one of assumption and not of warrant; and I 
have been astonished at the indifference on this 
Subject. Isay, however, now, with good faith, I 
would abide by the Missouri compromise, because 
it was made by good men, and acquiesced in from 


that time to this. But will you ever find the South 
violating any of her mere see her 


-honor in any or 
2 


ave you seen any symp- 


Well, the indig- |, 
nation of the people of Georgia, on finding them- || 





| put slave labor on it? Or, if you choose to say it, 


that the Constitution gave her the | 














States, that if we were at war with a strong Pow- 
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tom of it yet? If the consequences of disunion || 
come upon us, and all the horrors of civil war, she |) 


can say, ‘Shake not thy gory locks at me; thou | 
canst not say I did it!’ She has violated no en- 
gagement; she will adhere to all her obligations 
with scrupulosity; and occupying that position, | 
she hasa right to rebuke the attempts at spoliation 
and invasion of her rights under the Federal Con- 
Stitution, 

What, then, is it you say? The New York 
resolutions disclaim it. Ah! it may be the hand 
of Esau, but I suspect very much that all the bles- 
sings, if you choose to say so, are to go to Jacob. 
Iam not sure that these innocent men, honestly 
entertained an opinionon this subject. The Friends 
and enthusiasts in philanthropy may agitate, but 
you may depend on it, the daring and ambitious 


men, looking to office, mean to avail themselves of || 


it. It may originate in good motives, but depend | 
upon it, the result will not be in that way. I put this 
case. 


New York another, and a soldier from South Caro- 
lina might go to an adjacent section. They were 
comrades in arms—they were generous in their 
confidence with each other. 
soldierg goes to settle on the land, or his mother 
even to shed a tear on the tomb of her son, she is 


| told that we are polluting the soil which contains 


the bones of her gallant son. One soldier says 
you cannot possess it, whilst another says you 
may, because your Government had a right to 
confer it. Am I to be told that, in the distribution 
of these lands, the gallant soldiers who have gone | 
out from one section of the Union and shed their | 
blood on the soil, shall be excluded from the en- | 
joyment of it on the ground that they could not | 


and if Congress has the jurisdiction, that they shall | 


e it 
be excluded on the ground that they cannot enjoy || 
these privileges unless they come within the con- || 


ditions prescribed by the Corgress of the United | 
States? Could any people submit to that? I do 
not believe that it is going to resultin disunion. I 
cannot believe that Congress can break down the 


|| guarantees of the Constitution for the purpose of 


perpetrating such a fraud. Like the ghost of Ham- 
let, it would rise and speak to the young men of 
Sonth Carolina— 
«“ If thou hast nature in thee, bear it not!’ 

And they would not. They could not, if they 
appreciate any of the principles handed down to 
them. But I hope the calamity will be averted. 
I have made these remarks in illustration. I have 
some other views which there is not time perhaps 
to present now as fully as I might otherwise de- 
sire. The Federal Government has a fiduciary 
agency. Itisatrustee. Itisaguardian. It has 
charge and disposition of their lands for all the 
people of the United States who may choose to 
settle upon them, until such people, by majority, 


of sovereignty. They have the power to hold 
these lands and dispose of them in subserviency 


to this trust, until the minority of the people be | 


overcome in majority. What right has this Gov- 
ernment to prescribe a constitution for these peo- 
ple? None. 
authority. Therefore, I deny this power. 
But there is another view of the subject, 


: E 
that is a claim undera treaty. Ah! I have heard | 


that before from a very imposing source. It was 


said by one who has authority in the United 


er, and the southern States should be subjugated, 
a treaty could be made stipulating that the terri- 
tory could be ceded to a foreign Power. | 
undertaking to indicate here that you will, under 
that treaty, acquire territory with an advertise- 
ment that in that treaty you will confine its privi- 
leges and advantages to an exclusive class of citi- 
zens? That is what is avowed by your resolu- 
tions. Well, then, here we are placed in this pre- 
dicament. We are to gain nothing. The South 
is to be told that her soldiers may go and ma 

conquer the Hesperian fruit, but must not tou 





| unavoidably. 
' 


Bounty lands are awarded to your soldiers. || 
A soldier from Massachusetts takes one section— || 
a soldier from Louisiana the next—a soldier from || 


| our population. 
And when one of the || 
|| to dispose of some territory on the Pacific, by 

| which we might have some incidental advantage 

| for our navy on that ocean—for in that respect it 
| is the great highway of nations, and ours should 
| have as many advantages as any other nation,— 


It would be a prescription without || 


and 


Rnow it would be in one of the most painful posi- 
Are you | 


| tions or amen 
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it. They may encounter all the hazards, but reap 
none of the fruits of victory. 

We must deal with this subject as we find it; 
and Iam very much afraid that the treaty—if there 
be a treaty made—will include some of the territory 
in such a manner as will bring up this question 
’ It would be odious, sir, to reduce 
it to 36° 30’, merely to announce a roposition. I 


_ would contend for the ninth part of a hair, if for 


nothing else but to assert my rights. Iam one of 
those that proclaim that I would rather not have 


| any territory at all—I would quit this war, with 
_all its calamities and losses—rather than incur the 
| dreadful consequences predicted, so far as regards 
| our institutions hereafter. 
| peace, without seeing dangers far more appalling 
| than the war itself. 


We cannot, look to 
‘I do not want any of the ter- 
ritory. I am free to say, per se—if I may be 
permitted to use the phrase—I do not want any 
territory. We have enough for our population— 
more, perhaps, than we can fill up in the next cen- 
tury. But there is one feature in this case which 
must be considered, in relation to other countries, 
and especially the great maritime nations of the 
earth. I do not want any territory as room for 
But if Mexico would consent— 
and I would much rather have it by her consent— 


I say, if we could get the port spoken of, (San 
Francisco,) with such territory as might be along 
with it, I would rejoice, and rejoice that it fell on 


| the other side of the line, because it would have 


shown a reference, bona fide, to our own policy in 


| relation to the nations of the earth, that might be 
|| really attributed to it. 


But when you come, sir, 
and undertake to acquire more territory, and define 
it in such a way as to bring up this question, I can- 
not accord to any recognition of these odious dis- 
tinctions. I can indicate no path. I know not 


'| but the plan indicated by my honorable colleague, 


so far as it regards the mode of carrying on the 


|| war, is very good. But so far as regards the ulti- 
|| mate acquisition of territory, I have my doubts. 
|| | would leave that to a treaty, and if made, bona 
| fide, in the exercise of the judgment of this respon- 


sible body, for the purpose of making a treaty in 
good faith for the whole nation, without reference 
to sectional benefits, I would rejoice at it. I have 
no objections to it thus far; but I am afraid that 


|| we will thus subject one which cannot be avoided. 


I understand from my honorable friend, [Mr. 


| Rusx,]—I think he mentioned it the other day— 
|| that already associations of men are now crowding 
| in behind our troops and the posts occupied b 

| them, and are settling the country. Do you thinl 

| that we can ever exclude them? Iam afraid that it 
| will become the painful alternative of this country 
|| either to assume jurisdiction for the parpose of 
assume a position to be invested with the attributes || making amicable adjustment, rather than give them 
| up to irresponsible associations of men who would 
/keep the country continually in war with that 


weak and distracted nation. I am afraid of that. 
That is the danger which L apprehend. In this 
way the value of lands in Texas itself will be de- 
preciated. But if the treaty should include what 
we have conquered, and on the terms announced, 
I do not know what the South would do. It might 
submit. I make no idle threats on this fioor. It 
is not the place or the oceasion for that. I am ad- 
monished by every consideration of which I have 
spoken to refrain from any vaunting declarations. 
I do not know what the South would do. I only 


tions in which a freeman could be placed, or his 
children, to be told virtually that it was to be re- 
duced from a position of equality to one of degrada- 
tion, political and social. 1 hope this danger may 
be averted. tes 
But you ask, what will I do? Iam willing to 
give this money, but not with any of the qualifica- 
fount offered here. Iam willing to 
give it with a fair understanding, that it will be 
used for the purpose of terminating this wer. 
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There mest be judgment exercised in this matter, | 


We must trust it to somebody. The President is |! atives of the late Robert Sewell; 


the responsible person, who must necessarily com- 
rence and carry on this negotiation, lam not 
going to say whether he is fit or unfit; 1 have no 
right to say so, I have always entertained habi- 
tual respect for those who fill the highest offi- 
ces of Government, and will not be guilty of the 
indecorum of giving any opinion of my own. I 
am indelsted to the President for many of his meas- 
ures. The South is indebted to him. The con- 
stancy, intrepidity and firmness, which the Presi- 
dent displayed at the last session of Congress, du- 
ring the discussion of the great measure of free 
trade, have laid the South under a lasting debt of 
gratitude to him. Ihave none of the feelings in 
relation to political influences, which may be 
brought to bear upon this subject, that | have seen 
manifested on this floor. A great deal has been 
said about the Union newspaper. IL never heard 
such a storm in my life. [A laugh.] I have lived 
long enough to know that new brush always burns 
and leaves the log untouched. [A laugh.] Why, 
I cannot tell what it all means. [ owe no resent- 
ment, and I feel none. When I take up the Union, 
expecting to find something of the doings of Con- 
gress, lo! [ find nothing but long disquisitions 
about the liberty of the press; very eloquent, per- 
haps, but as indefinite as the very boundary which 
we are now seeking to define. [A laugh.] Mr. 
President, we are certainly in a difficult position. 
If we quit the war, it will be apparently with dis- 
honor. If we go on it mustend in mischief. The 
truth is, we are like the shepherd who has got the 
wolf by the ears! It is hazardous to let go—it is 
worse to hold on. [A laugh.] What to do I can 
scarcely tell; 1 ean do no more than offer my sug- 
gestions; I shall take refuge in the wisdom, the 
moderation, the firmness of Senators upon this 
floor—and I hope to hear them all—when | come 
to give my final vote; and I appeal to them. I have 
no vanity; and so far as scales party feeling, none 
at all, have no aspirations, I shall not profit 
by the triumphs of any one party in the United 
States. I have no higher ambition than with fidel- 
ity Lo represent in part the State of South Carolina. 

Mr. HOUSTON then took the floor, and ex- 
pressing a wish to defer his remarks until to-mor- 
row, he moved to take up the private calendar, but 
withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. SIMMONS, who indicated a willingness to 
proceed to-day. He said he had no desire to oc- 
cupy much of the time of the Senate; and, perhaps, 
he should not have said a word but for the strong 
expressions and imputations—for so he must re- 
gard them—which had been used towards that 
State which he had the honor in part to represent, 
for the position she had seen fit to take in regard to 
the acquisition of territory. By her resolutions 


Rhode Island protested against an acquisition of | 


territory for the further extension of slavery; and 
he was willing to say here in his place that he be- 


lieved the position assumed by the State of Rhode || 


Island was sound. 

Mr. 8S. here yielded to a desire of Senators to 
proceed with the private calendar. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped that the naval ap- 
propriation bill might be taken up. The Senator 
trom Missouri had given notice of his intention to 
call up the military bill during the morning hour 
to-morrow, and therefore it would be better to go 
on with the naval bill until disposed of. 


| 


| 


| 





The bill for the relief of the heirs and represent- | 


‘The bill for the relief of Wade Allen; 

The bill to provide for the final settlement of the 
accounts of Thomas C. Sheldon, late receiver of 
public moneys at Kalamazoo, Michigan; 

The bill directing the Secretary oF 
purchase from Dr. James P. Espy his patent right 
for the conical ventilator for the use of the United 
States; 

The bill granting a pension to Bethia Healy, 
widow of George Healy, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Moore; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Louis de la 
Houssaye; 

The bill for the relief of Alfred White; 

The joint resolution to correct an error in the act 
of June 17, 1844, for the relief of Mary Ann Lin- 
ton; 

The bill for the relief of Robert M. Harrison; 

‘The bill for the relief of Creed Taylor; 

The bill for the relief of John Stockton, late a 
lientenant in the army of the United States, 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Jethro 
Wood; 

The bill to authorize the issuing of a register to 
the brigantine Ocean Queen; 

The bill for the relief of John Bronson; 

The bill for the relief of Ray Tompkins and oth- 
ers, children and heirs at law of the late Daniel D. 
Tompkins; 


The joint resolution for the relief of John Dev- |) 


lin: 

The bill for the relief of Pearson Cogswell; 

The joint resolution for the relief of Calea Green; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Watson; 

The bill granting a pension to Abigail Garland, 
widow of Jacob Garland, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of James S. Conway; 

The bill for the relief of James F. Sothron; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew D. 
Crosby; 

The bill for the relief of William A. Christian; 

The bill to grant a right of preémption to Philip 
F. Dering and Robert H. Champlin to a tract of 
mineral land; 

The joint resolution for the relief of John and 
Charles Bruce; 

The bill for the settlement of the claims of John 


R. Williams; 


The bill confirming the title of a tract of land to | 


the heirs and legal representatives of Pierre Du- 


fresne. 

The bill for the relief of General Robert Arm- 
strong was taken up, and, after havmg been deba- 
ted at length by Messrs. PEARCE, CRITTEN- 
DEN, CAMERON, ATCHISON, TURNEY, | 
and others, was finally laid on the table. 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business; and after some time 
spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, February 18, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order would be the special order, (i. e., the 
consideration of bills relating to the Territories.) 


Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, moved that the 1 
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For improving the Green Bay and Chicago road, from 


|, Racine north, two thousand doilars ; 


For improving the road from Plateville to Potosi, two 


| thousand doliars ; 


For improving the road from Racine to Madison, three 
thousand dollars ; 4 
For opening a road from Prairie du Chien to Laporte 
three thousand dollars.°? ’ 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to amend the 
adding three additional sections. 
which provide— ’ 

** That the Secretary of War shall cause to be surveyed 
and opened a military road from Fort Howard, at Gy en 


' Bay, in the Territory of Wisconsin, to Fork Wilkins, on 


Lake Superior, in the State of Michigan, upon such route as 


| may appear best calculated to effect the purposes of this act: 


and appropriating five thousand dollars towards the accom. 


| plishment of the objects specified in the amendment.” 


Mr. MARTIN accepted Mr. Smirn’s amend- 


| ment as a modification of his own. 


Mr. G. W. JONES thought the amendmen 


_ unnecessary and improper at this time, to say the 


least of it. 


He could see no need of a military 
road in that direction; there was no prospect of 
military-operations in that quarter; and if the peo. 

_ple there wayted roads, let them make them for 

themselves. 

Mr. MARTIN defended the bill with earnest. 
' ness. He observed that its title ought to be amend- 
ed so as to read * A bill to fill the treasury of the 
' United States;’’ for that would be its true effect jn 
| practice. Of the thirty-five millions of acres in the 
Postnestes: the United States Government owned 
| thirty millions. Was it proper that the proprie- 
tors of the remaining five millions should pay the 
whole expenses of the Territory ?—pay all the tax- 
es, build all the roads, and the Government, that 
was the main proprietor, contribute nothing? Why 
| should it not be charged the same, pro rata, as in- 
| dividual owners? Appropriations of this descrip- 
tion for the improvement of the Territories had 
never been refused; on the contrary, the Govern- 
| ment had given to the amount of five per cent. on 

the value of the lands sold; but last year this ap- 

| propriation had not been made. A million and a 

half of dollars had gone into the treasury from 

this territory within less than two years; five per 
cent. on what the Government had received would 


amount to $75,000; whereas this bill appropriated 


but $25,000. It was true, at had had no fight- 
ing on that frontier; but they had a military post 
maintained there, arid the miners within the Ter- 
_ritory were under the management of the War 
Department; a fort had been erected with a view 
to the protection of the miners; and without this 
road there would be no inlet for settlers. Asa 
| matter of revenue, it would be a good speculation 
for the Government to make this road. Every 
consideration, whether of justice or expediency, 
demanded the measure. 

Mr. POLLOCK adverted to the peculiar condi- 
tion of Wisconsin in its transition state from a 
| Territorial to a State existence. He considered 
her, in fact, as a semi-State; and he would, there- 
fore, exercise greater caution in authorizing appro- 
priations for her benefit. As she would be a State 
when this appropriation came to be expended, a 
| question might arise as to her enjoying benefits not 
| conferred on other States. 

Mr. P. could not give his support to this bill, 
though he went for all general appropriations for 
rivers, harbors, the Cumberland road, &c. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH warmly advocated the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | bill, which, he contended, made no more than the 


M r. SEVIER adverted to the fact that the Sen- 
ator from Florida, who had charge of the amend- || 
ments, had been unexpectedly called out of the | 


Senate, and had requested him (Mr. S.) to make 


the statement; and it was that which had induced || 


him to move to go on with the private calendar, 


would not resist the proposition, 
The Senate then 


read a third time, and passed; 


roceeded to the consideration 
of the calendar; when the following bills were | 


severally considered in Committee of the Whole, | 
> 


The joint resolution concerning the purchase of | 
additional lands for the use of the United States || 


armory at Harper's Ferry; 


The bill for the relief of William Marvin, in 


confirming the title to a tract of land in Florida, 
graied by the Spanish Government to Bernardo 
Segui on the 20th December, 1815; 

_The bill to authorize the issuing of a new re- 
gister for the American barque Pons, of Philadel- 
phia, by the name of the Cordelia; 


aaene itm te t | renewed the consideration of bills relating to the 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, under the circumstances, || Territories. - 


on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAYNE asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Whereupon the House resolved itself into Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Cuapman, of Alabama, in the chair,) and 


| 
i 
{ 


ial Sieaie 
The committee took up the bill to aid in the con- | 


| struction of certain roads in the territory of Ore- ; 


| priated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise || 


gon. 


|| usual appropriations for the benefit of Territories. 
| He considered it the duty of Government to pro- 


) vide for opening the country by good roads, to ad- 


vance its settlement: the increased sales would 
more than compensate for money thus expended. 


| 
He did not view the bill in the light of a boon, but 


as a matter of right; and if Wisconsin was soon 
to be a State, that presented no reason why Con- 

ress should not do for her, now, what was right 
in itself, and should have been done last year. He 
should scorn 4o use any argument in the nature of 





Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, moved to amend || a threat; but it might be well to remind gentlemen 


the bill by striking out all thereof and substituting | 
therefor the following: 


‘that the march of empire was westward, and that 
the day was coming when the West would have 


« Be it enacted, &c., That there be and hereby are appro. || the control of these matters in her own hands: 


appropriated, the following sums of money, to be expended | 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, for the follow- 
ing purposes, to wit: 

For improving the road from Milwaukie to Madison and | 


_ to Watertown, five thousand dollars ; 


For improving the road from Milwaukie to Fond du Lac, 


|| three thousand dollars; 


For improving the road from Sheboygan to Fox river, two 


’ thousand dollars; 


when she might perhaps be disposed to remember 
who had been willing to aid her before she became 
of full age. ss 

Mr. G. W. JONES renewed his opposition to 
the bill, denying that these appropriations would 
ever bring a dollar more into the Treasury, while, 





in the meantime, they would take many out, 
that at a time like this, when the Government was 
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——_—- 
resorting to new and onerous taxation to carry on | 
the war. The gentleman from Illinois had, he be- | 
jieved, professed himself willing to impose a tax 
on tea and coffee. How would the gentleman re- 
concile it to consistency, with one hand to gather 
revenue from the necessaries of life, and then with 
the other to give it for the purpose of making roads 
through a wilderness ? 

Mr. DOUGLASS obtained the floor ; but yield- 
ed it at the request of re 

Mr. RATHBUN, whe inquired if it was not in 


will obeyed. He would therefore lay such appro- 

priations again and again before James K. Polk, 

| and see whether he would dare to cast them back 
into the faces of the people’s Representatives. He 
trusted ail the friends of internal improvement 

| would now agree to make a rally, and assert their 
principles. 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON said he should not at- 
tempt to give one more answer to a speech which, 
if he recollected right, the House must have heard, 

‘ |, now, some half dozen times. The great measures 
order to perfect the bill before the substitute could || of the session were all yet behind—the army bill, 
be considered. the post office bill, the revenue bill, the subtreasu- 
The CHAIR stated it was. ry bill, and many of the appropriation bills were 
Mr. RATHBUN then moved to amend the bill all yet to be finally acted on. Here was the fourth 
by adding thereto the following: ‘*To improve | day devoted to territorial business, and now the 
the harbor of Little Sodus Bay, $5,000.”’ frierids of a particular interest were called upon to 
Mr. R. was going on to address the committee; | rally and spend a vast amount of time in perfect- 
ing a scheme to see what the President would do. 
| Gentlemen threatened that there would be a great 
noise about his head. He believed this very gen- 
tleman from Kentucky had made rather more 
| of such noise than anybody else during most of 
| the session; and really Mr. H. did not well see 


rhen 

" Mr. G. DAVIS asked him to yield the floor to 
him for a moment, to enable him to offer an amend- 
ment; and Mr. D. offered the following: 


«And that the sum of two hundred and forty thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Ohio river below the falls, 
andthe Missouri and Mississippi rivers; and that the further 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is || 
hereby, appropriated for the improvement of tbe navigation 
of the Obio river above the falls. That the said sums of | 
money be paid out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, and be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of War.”’ 

Mr. CROZIER proposed to amend Mr. Da- 
vis’s amendment by adding the following: ‘ And 
one hundred thousand dollars to be expended in Mr. STANTON gave notice that he should offer 
the improvement of the navigation ef the Tennes- || an amendment appropriating $100,000 to the con- 
sce and Holston rivers, above the Muscle Shoals.” || struction of a road in Arkansas, from a point op- 

Mr.G. DAVIS accepted Mr. Crozier’s amend- || posite Memphis to the city of Little Rock. 
ment as a part of his own. Mr. DOUGLASS raised a question of order, in- 

Mr. COBB rose to a point of order, It was not || sisting that amendments proposing works to be 
in order to offer an amendment of this character | constructed within States were not in order while 
toa Territorial bill. the House was engaged in a special order apply- 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment in order. }| ing exclusively to territorial business. 

Mr. COBB appealed from the decision of the Mr. STANTON said that, admitting the force 
Chair. of the objection, it would not, at any rate, apply 

The question was stated on the appeal, and the | till Mr. S.’s amendment was actually presented. 
decision of the Chair sustained. But, as to the principle of the objection, it applied 

Mr. RATHBUN, in some remarks, sustained | to the very bill now before the committee, because 
the amendment which he had proposed, making an || the money now being appropriated would be spent 
appropriation for the improvement of Little Sodus || within a State, viz: the State of Wisconsin; for, 
Bay, on the southern shore of Lake Ontario; and || before the money was applied, she would have be- 
went into a description of the harbor, expatiating | come a State. 
on its natural advantages, and its importance to Mr. MARTIN said she was not a State now, 
the commerce of that Jake; the necessity of remo- | and could not be before the next session of Con- 
ving a small bar at its mouth, for want of which || gress. 
far more was lost in a single winter than would Mr. STANTON resumed, and went into a de- 
be sufficient to cover the whole expense of the im- | scription of the road he wished completed. It had 
provement in his amendment. |, been commenced and carried a certain distance, and 

Mr. G. DAVIS expressed his hope that the bill | now ended in the middle of a greatswamp. He 
and the amendments would pass. hen the war || wanted this money to carry it to its destination. 
had taken so large a portion of the resources of the || Mr.S. adverted to the speech of Mr. Davis, and 
Government, he was for sharing at least in a small || the amendments he had proposed. If Mr. S. had 
part of the public money, and devoting it to pur- || been in favor of the bill before, he should now be 
poses of the internal improvement of the country. || disposed to go against it. This he should do atany 
This useless, aimless war would cost the people, | rate; but if it passed, he desired that his amend- 
before it was ended, at least two hundred millions. || ment should form a part of it. 

Had that amount been expended on clearing out Mr. NEWTON expressed his hope that, if the 
the channels of our great rivers, deepening our har- | bill passed the House, the amendment which had 
bors, removing shoals and sand-bars, constructing || been adverted to by the gentleman from Tennes- 
piers and breakwaters, cutting canals, securing the || see, who had just taken his seat, would be adopted. 
safe and rapid transmission of the mails, and pro- | This road was a national work, and needed for the 
viding channels for the internal commerce of the || defence of the frontier. 
Union, what a mass of good it might have accom- || priation from Congress on that ground, if on no 
plished! But a subservient majority in Congress | other. He hoped it would pass. But, as he was 
was for engrossing the whole resources of the fully aware of the value of the time that yet re- 
nation, and devoting them exclusively to the war || mained, he should not take it up by any pro- 
which the Executive had brought upon thecountry. || longed remarks. 
He denounced this course as madness and folly, || Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, expressed 
and entered his solemn protest against such a mis- || his hope that the amendment which had been mov- 
application of the public money. He wanted that || ed by the Delegate from Wisconsin [Mr. Martin} 
the people should divide with this our autocrat | cual prevail. And he expressed this hope in 
President. He was for throwing before him bill spite of the threats which had been so repeatedly 
0 
| 


He moved that the committee rise. 
The motion was carried on a second count by 
| tellers—ayes 75, noes 54, 

So the committee rose, and in the House a reso- 
| lution was adopted limiting the debate on this bill 
| to thirty minutes. 

The House having returned into committee— 








after bill for the improvement of the country, and || thrown out here as to what “the West” would d 
to promote its internal comm»nications and com- 
merce; and if he chose to veto everything that 
Went to advance the practical good of the nation, 
let him do it. But he would find that the oe 
would eventually raise such a storm around his 
head and those of his obsequious minions as would 
Speedily topple them down from the high places 
they now usurped, and which they abused for 
so gs of personal ambition, He was not for 
etting our rights perish by nonuser, or fail by de- 
fault; he was for putting forth the claims of the 
people to have their interests consulted, and their 


when she got the reins of powerin herhands. Why, 
there was hardly anything granted now-a-days in 
the way of internal improvement that was not for 
the West.’’ She received more aid in improv- 
ing rivers and harbors than all the rest of the 
Union. 

{A voice: ‘Well! and so she should. She’s 

the best part of the country.’’} 

Mr. R. admitted she was a very good part of the 

, but when he heard this eternal complaint 


re ected, and “the 


about “the West’’ being 


_how a greater tornado could be raised than was || 
blowing about the President’s ears all the time. | 


The State claimed this ap- |) 


West” treated as a step-child, and what “ the 
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West’? would remember, and what she would for- 
get, it sounded to him very much like “ the super- 
fluity of naughtiness.”’ The gentlemen who un- 
dertook to speak thus for the West might do well 
to remember that there were other States in this 
Union; some that were called the Middle States, 
and some, even, in the East: and though they 
might not be quite so able at land seizing, (he 
would not say land stealing,) and carrying off 
bodily, yet he rather thought that if these very new 
border States, who were so ravenous for more land, 
should attempt, by so-called graduation, to get pos- 
session of the whole national domain, they would 
find themselves out voted. Were not the interests 
of the eastern States in these lands identical with 
_ those of the western? Why, who were they that 
| had settled these new States? Were not a ver 
| large portion of them the children of New Saatend, 
and very many of them the sons of Connecticut? 
| And after they had got all that was got from the 
| Government, to complain as if they were injured 
| and wronged by the other States, it was prepos- 
terous. If anything could induce Mr. R. to go 
against bills such as that now before the comumittee, 
it was language like this. He was utterly against 
all schemes for graduating: that was, in other 
| words, for carrying off all the land that had remain- 
ed a few years in market, while so many millions 
upon millions of acres were thrown in a tonce to 
meet the limited demand. But there was one thing 
| for the good of ** the West” that he was in favor 
| of, because he thought it would tend to establish 
| there a code of morals that would discourage all 
| such attempts—and that was, a law for the estab- 
lishment of the common-school system. 
Mr. R. passed an eulogium on the good effects 
of common schools, and adverted to the applica- 
tion of the lands owned by Connecticut in the 
| limits of Ohio entirely to the promotion of public 
| education. 
| He contended that the improvements proposed 
| in this bill and in the amendments, were due to the 
| Territory, and due to the whole country, and he 
| should go for them. 
| [A voice: ‘*What! in the face of the veto?’’] 
| Yes; and the sooner on that account. No man 
| who had any just regard for his own independence 
| would abstain for a moment from doing his duty 
out of dread of Executive vetoes; no, nor on ac- 
/ count of this glorious war in which we were 
engaged with the great and illustrious nation of 
| Mexico. It was, doubtless, a very splendid affair; 
and some gentlemen thought that all the money 
| the country could raise ought to be expended in 
| “thrashing the Mexicans;”’ in ‘* whipping Mexi- 
|| co,”’ and in causing our gallant army to ‘revel in 
|| the Halls of the Montezumas,”’ insomuch that he 
| verily believed that if a bill should be brought here 
'| giving money for the deaf, the dumb, the blind— 
| ay, for the insane—it would be refused, because all 
| our money must go for this magnificent war. 
Mr. R. then branched off upon the number of 
| private bills which were on the calendar, and the 
alleged determination of the majority to pass them 
| allby, because they would take money from the war. 
‘| So bent were gentlemen on this glorious war, that 
| they held the Government must not pay its own 
| debts. All our money must go to kill Mexican 
‘| women and children, till Mexico paid her debts: 
‘| so we could not pay our own, but must tax our 
| creditors for money to carry on the war with. No 


|| sooner were private bills brought up than gentle- 
| men flocked out of the doors, and the House was 
| left without a quorum to do business. Doubtless 
‘| many of the claims were the most unfounded and 
| iniquitous, but many of them also were most just 
‘| and equitable. The claimants had been here ten 
|| and twenty years, and when at last they got their 
|| claims allowed, the Government refused to pay 
|| them a dollar’s interest, because * they ought to 
|| have presented their cluims sooner.”” Here Mr. 
|| R. said that he believed he had wandered some 
from the question. 

He recapitulated some of his points, and con- 
|| cluded by expressing his hope that no considera- 

tions such as these would deter gentlemen from 

voting for the bill. ; 

Mr. CROZIER went into a eulogium on the 
Cumberland river, as a larger river (at the junction) 
than the Ohio, and quite as worthy of isnprovement 
by the Government. ; 

Mr. THOMASSON here proposed (as he said) 
by way of compromise, his amendment for the 

| construction of a railroad to Oregon. He need not 
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speak a word in its favor, the amendment would | Mr. MeCLELLAND remarked that he would 


cormmend itself. 1] 


The question being on Mr. Davis’s amendment, 

Mr. BOYD asked that a separate vote be taken | 
on each item. 

The vote was then taken on the item appropria- 
ting **two hundred and forty thousand dollars for 
improving the Ohio river below the falls, and the 
Missouri and Mississippi rivers,’’ by tellers, and 
decided in the negative: Ayes 57, noes 56—no 
quorum voting. A recount was about to be had; 
when 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked Mr. Davis to modify 
his amendment by increasing the amount from 
$246,000 to $320,000, and include Red river. 

Mr. DAVIS did not accept Mr. Kavrman’s | 
amendment. 

The recount was then had, and the tellers re- 
ported ayes 63, noes 64. 

So the first branch of the amendment was not | 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the second 
branch of Mr. Davis’s amendment, and this also | 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. ROBERTS now moved to 





amend Mr. 


| 


Ratrunen’s amendment, in such a manner (the || 


reporter believes) as to grant alternate sections of 


road from Jackson, in Mississippi, through Bran- | 
don, to the Alabama line. This amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. G. DAVIS modified and re-offered the 
amendment which he had previously offered, and 
which was rejected, by enlarging the sum $240,000 | 


to 350,000, and including Red river with the Ohio || 
below the falls, and the Missouri and. Mississippi || 
rivers, $100,000 for the Ohio above the falls, and || 
$100,000 for the Tennessee and Holston rivers | 


above the Muscle Shoals. The amendment was 
disagreed to. 
Mr. STANTON moved to amend Mr. Rarn- 


RUN’s amendment as follows: ‘‘And that one hun- 
dred thousand acres of the public land, in the State 


of Arkansas, be appropriated for the completion of | 


the military road from Memphis to Little Rock.”’ 
The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend Mr. Ratu- 
pun’s amendment as follows: *‘ And that the sum 


of $250,000 be appropriated for the continuation of || 


the Cumberland road; $50,000 to be expended in 


the State of Ohio, $100,000 in the State of Indiana, || 


and $100,000 in the State of Ilinois.’? The amend- 
ment was disagreed to. 


Mr. NEWTON moved to amend Mr. Rartn- | 


BUN’s amendment as follows: ** For the improve- || 


ment of the Arkansas river $50,000, and for White 
river $30,000.”’ Disagreed to. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Ratusun’s 


amendment, and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. BOWLIN then offered an amendment, 
which was rejected. 

And the question was taken on agreeing to the 
substitute proposed by Mr. M. L. Martin, and 
the substitute was disagreed to. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the bill be re- 





detain the committee but a moment in explaining 
the merits of this bill. The committee had ma- 
turely considered the whole subject; and although 
they believed other works besides those embraced 


by it were well worthy of the attention of the | 


General Government, yet they concluded it was 
best, under the circumstances now existing, to 
confine the appropriations to old works, and more 


| being injured or destroyed on account of their being 





works of the vetoed bill, except for surveys, had 


nearly a million four hundred thousand dollars to 
about five hundred and forty-eight thousand dol- 
| lars, and that the specific sums were comparative- 
| ly small. The only object that could be accom- 


|| plished was the repair and preservation of the | 


| works now in existence, and the security of the 
| tools and machinery employed on most of those 
words. Although, as the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Tnomasson] remarked, the snag-boats 


machinery on the lakes had not been sold. If the 
| system was to be abandoned, there was no neces- 
sity in urging the passage of this bill. But if, as 
he trusted, the constituents of a majority of the 
_ members were determined to prosecute the system 
| of harbor and river improvements, then this bill 
| was most important, and should be passed. If the 
tools and machinery were sold, as heretofore, he 
ventured the assertion, they would not produce 
enough to defray the expenses of sale, and yet if 
| the Government were desirous of re-purchasing 


|| them or procuring new ones, they would cost thou- 
This was not the fault of the | 


_ sands of dollars. 
officers in charge of the works. The reason was 
obvions: they were of such a character that few 
individuals had use for them; and they were gen- 
erally sold at a very great sacrifice by the Govern- 
ment. He regretted the necessity for abandoning 
many of the works embraced by the bill of last 
| session; but he had concluded it was better to press 
a bill which contained no provision to which ex- 
| ception could be taken, than to urge the passage of 
| one that would not meet the approval of Congress 
and the President. 
| bill had no point in it (except for surveys) that had 
| not been sanctioned by General Jackson and Mr. 
Van Buren; and he hoped his Democratic friends 
| would pay some little respect to their opinions. 
| There was a clear and ascertained majority in the 
| House in favor of this bill; and he would appeal 
| to the minority whether it was Democratic to try 
to embarrass its passing, and to throw obstacles in 
| the way of its fair consideration. As he was not 
| disposed to consume the time which should be de- 
| voted to subjects of equal importance that were 
awaiting their action, he would conclude by ap- 
| pealing to the friends of the bill, and advising them 





ported to the House with the recommendation that 
it do not pass. Agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported accord- 
ingly. 

: ‘Mr. M. L. MARTIN moved the previous ques- 
tion, whch was seconded; and the main question 
was ordered, viz: Shall the bill be engrossed and 
read a third time? It was decided by yeas and 
nays as follows: Yeas 53, nays 102. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill granting the right of preémption to the 
inhabitants of the town of Beetown, 
was ordered to be engrossed, and was engrossed 


signed to strangle it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS raised a point of order as to 
| the relevancy of the amendment. 
| The CHAIR ruled the amendment in order. 
| Mr. TIBBATTS moved to amend the amend- 
| ment of Mr. McCrexanp by striking out all re- 
| lating to the Ohio, Mississipp!, Missouri, and Red 


i 
| to vote against all amendments which were de- 
| 


_ rivers, and inserting: 

“For the improvement of the Ohio river, below the falls 
) at Louisville, $100,000. 

| Por the improvement of the Ohio river, below the falls 
| at Louisville, and the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas 


isconsin, || rivers, $250,000. 


| For the improvement of the Mississippi river adjacent 


read the third time, and passed, and sent to the | to the city of St. Louis, 850,000. 


Senate for concurrence. 


The House then again resolved itself into com- 
mittee on Territorial bills, (Mr. Cates B. Sarrn 
in the chair.) 

The committee took up the bill to provide for 
continuing certain public works in the Territory of 
Wisconsin. This bill proposes to make the fol- 
lowing appropriations: 

“ For the harbor of Milwaukie, $25,000. 


* For the harbor of Racine, $15,000. 
*« For the harbor of Southport, $15,000.” 


‘For removing the raft of Red river, and for the improve- 
ment of said river, $25,000.” 
Mr. DOUGLASS again raised a point of order 
as to the relevancy of the amendment. 
The CHAIR decided the amendment in order. 
Mr. DOUGLASS appealed from the decision of, 
the Chair, insisting that the amendmen’ vent, vir- 
tually, to substitute a general bill for - territorial 
| bill, on a day when territorial business had been 
| made, by a vote of two-thirds, the exclusive order 
of the day. It was a fraud on the order of the 


Mr MeCEREL.AND shoved to'asnsed the bil | House. ‘The chairman of the Committee of Ways 


by strikir 


out all after the enacting clause, 
inserting 


and 
e harbor bill. 


l 


and Means might as well move his army bill or one 
of the appropriation bills as an amendment as the 
gentleman from Michigan this harbor bill. Mr. 





] 


especially those that were in constant danger of | 


in an imperfect and unfinished state. By reference | 
to the bill, it would be perceived that all the new | 
'| not soon forget. 
| been omitted, and several of the inferior old works; | 
that the appropriations have been reduced from | 


on the rivers may have been disposed of, yet he | 


: of || was impressed with the belief that all the tools and | 
the public land to aid in the construction of a rail- | 











| D. was in favor of the improvement of rivers and 
| harbors, but he would not get them in by a side 

blow like this, by a combination. Gentlemen diq 
injustice to their own measures by urging them jp 
this way. The country would not sustain it. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND disclaimed all purpose of 
| committing a fraud upon the order of the House 
No man was more favorable to Territorial bills than 
he. He had voted for all the gentleman’s bijj\s. 
But now he had moved an amendment for objecig 
germain to the bill—strictly in order, and in which 
| the whole Union had an interest, but of which the 
people had been ‘‘defrauded”’ ina way they would 
In a committee on the state of 
the Union an amendment for the good of the whole 
Union was eminently in place. It was in conform. 
ity with previous practice. The gentleman must 
| know that a very large majority of the House weve 
| in favor of these works of improvement. Did he 
desire to defeat their will? ‘As to combinations, 
if the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means was present, he would ask him what ob- 
jections he could have to combinations after com- 
| bining the tariff with graduation in one and the 
same bill? 

The question on the appeal was further argued 
by Messrs. VINTON, DOUGLASS, REID, TIB- 
BATTS, BOWLIN, HOUSTON of Alabama, 
KAUFMAN, (who moved the previous question,) 
WINTHROP, and GORDON. 
| The question being taken, the decision of the 
| Chair was sustained, on the report of tellers, by 
| ayes 81, noes 59. 

So the amendment was ruled to be in order. 

‘| Mr. MeCLELLAND explained the grounds of 
the amendment. Jt was substantially the bill 
which had been reported from the Committee on 
Commerce, but it had been greatly curtailed. The 
committee had revised the bill, and retained only 
the appropriations necessary to preserve works 
already begun, and also to preserve such of the 
/ machinery and tools as had not yet been sold. 
| The ae sum in this bill was but a little over 





He would observe that this | 


$500,000; whereas the bill a3 originally reported 
appropriated $1,300,000. All the items for new 
works had been stricken out, save the appropria- 
tion for surveys. The works retained in the bill 
were only such as had been approved and com- 
| menced under the administrations of General Jack- 
| 





son and Mr. Van Buren. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. TIBBATTS said he had reported the bill 
|| for works of internal improvements which had been 
|| referred to the Committee on Commerce, and he 
|| desired the items it contained to stand on their own 
merits. The committee had differed from him as 
to the alterations they had made in the bill. The 
amount as now proposed was, in his judgment, 
wholly inadequate. He had wished that all the 
works should be included which had received the 
sanction of the War Department. 

Mr. CROZIER now offered the amendment he 
had before indicated, appropriating $100,000 to- 
wards a canal around the Muscle Shoals in the 
|| Tennessee river. He asked Mr. Tipparts to ac- 
|| cept of this as a modification of the amendment he 
|| pro to offer. 
ut Mr. TIBBATTS declined. 

Mr. CROZIER then went into a brief speech in 
support of the amendm:::, in which he referred to 
the vote of the present Chief Magistrate, when for- 
merly a member of the House of Representatives, 
|| in favor of this very amendment, which, together 
| with a certain canal in Ohio, was the only work of 
| internal improvement for which he ever voted. 
|| Was it likely he would veto it now? 
| Mr. TIBBATTS called Mr. C. to order for sur- 
|| mising what the President would do. 
|| Mr, CROZIER said he would by no means at- 
tempt to anticipate what the President would do 
in regard to this or any other bill. 

If this bill was only for works which had_ been 
already begun, then this amendment would be in- 
cluded; for $800,000 had been ropriated long 
ago for this work, and the work had n. 
It was outrageous that it had been suffered wo lie 
en and all the money in a great measure 


wasted. 

Mr. ge fm nee an amet, - 
iating or improvement o 
Thames p Bae aban The total estimate for 
the work jhad been but $72,000. Of this amount 
$40,000 had been appropriated and applied, and 
with great success and great economy; and now 
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000 would complete it. A commerce passed | 


} 
that river of twenty-five millions every year, } 
«any to New York po Massachusetts, cae i 
poth those States were interested in the object. As | 
the thing stood, the piers begun and not complete, | 
were anat an obstacle than a benefit to the naviga- || 
tion of that river. 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the com- | 
mittee rise. 
The motion was agreed to, and the committee | 
rose and reported progress. 
Mr. McCLELLAND offered a resolution in the | 
ysual terms, providing for the termination of the | 
debate in committee. 
Pending the resolution, the House adjourned. 


{ 
| 
| 
} 


| 





PETITIONS, &e. 


Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition of Ed- 
ward Mortimer, praying Congress to grant him a quarter | 
section of land because of having been heretofore deprived 
of his home by fraudulent means. Also, the petition of D. 
Cogdil and others, praying the establishment ot a mail route 
from Jacinto, via@anvillg, New Hope, to Matamoros, Tex- 


AS. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Joseph Burnett and |! 
others, of Woburn, Massachusetts, praying that Congress 
would use all constitutional means to bring the Mexican 
war toa close without any further effusion of blood. 

By Mr. WINTHROP: The petition of the heirs and rep- 
resentatives of Oliver Keating, late of Boston, for the pay- 
ment of the French indemnities. 

By Mr. W. HUNT, of New York: The petition of 160 citi- 
zens of Royalton, New York, asking that the public lands | 
be set apart and applied to colonize the negro population, 
and remonstrating against a further extension of slavery. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Pelham Holmes and others, 
praying indemnity for spoliations by France prior to 1800. 

By Mr. HASTINGS: The memorial of sundry citizens of 
the county of Louisa, in the State of Iowa, in relation to 
reclaiming certain inundated lands. 

By Mr. DOBBIN: The memorial of James Owen, of Wil- 
mington, North Carolina, (by his attorney, George Little,) 
as legal representative of James Porterfield. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition from citizens of 
Lynchburg, praying some protection of the manufacture of 
sulphate of quinine and other articles of. the same descrip- 
tion. Also, the petition on the same subject from citizens 
of Richmond, Virginia. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of citizens of Bates coun- 
ty, Missouri, for post routes from Harrisonville, Van Buren 
county, to Little Osage, Bates county, and from Little Osage 
to Carthage, Jasper county. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: Sundry memorials asking 
such a modification of the tariff of 1846 as will prevent the 
destruction of manufactures of sulphate of quinine and mer- 
curials, and will prevent the country from becoming depend- 
auton foreign countries for future supplies. 

By Mr. THOMASSON: The petition of J. S. Morris & 
Co. and others, apothecaries and druggists of the city of Lou- 
isville, Kentucky, asking a modification of the tariff, so as 
to enna manufacturers of sulphate of quinine and mer- 
curials. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: A memorial from George H. Bates & 
Co. and 35 others, of the city of Cincinnati, venders and 
consumers of quinine and mercurials, praying for such modi- 
fication ot the tariff of 1846 as will afford encouragement to 
the manufacturers of sulphate of quinine and mercurials, 
and prevent the destruction of such manufactures in this 
country. 

By Mr. GJDDLNGS: A petition for a dissolution of the 
Union betweex slave and free States, signed by Martin 
Johnson and 37 other citizens of Ohio. Also, W. B. Mich- 
ener and 37 others, citizens of Ohio. Also,a petition for the 
withdrawal of the troops from Mexico and to procure a peace 
with that republic, signed by Sylvester Ward and 140 others, 
by C. A. Sill and 14 others, by Geo. K. Jenkins and 36 others, 
by John Johnson and 30 others, all citizens of Ohio. 

By Mr. CALEB B. SMITH: A memorial of David Craig- 
head and 135 others, citizens of Indianapolis, Indiana, pray- 
ing for such an alteration of the tariff.of 1846 as will afford 
additional encouragement to the manufacturers of sulphate 
of quinine and mercurials. 

By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of John T. Ball, of Indi- 
ana, for further allowance. 

_By WILLIAM W. CAMPBELL: Two memorials from 
citizens of New York, praying a modification of the tariff in 
relation to quinine and mercurials. 

By Mr. HUDSON: The petition of Charles Allen and 380 
other legal voters of Worcester, Massachusetts, praying for 
oe restoration of peace and the withdrawal of our army from 

exico, 

By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT': The petition of 39 citizens of 
Shiawassee county, Michigan, for the establishment of a 
mail-route. from in sat county, to Lyons, in the 
county of Ionia, in said 4 
no, we, Srewans: The aeawtie and anon A of 

mas Gregg, of Fayette county, Pennsylvan on 
to a ball-proof-steamer, as invented by him. 











IN SENATE, 
Fray, February 19, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. CILLEY presented two petitions of citizens 
of New Hampshire, prayi e adoption of pa- 
cific measures for the aaaty termination of the 
war with Mexico; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


| for the extermination of slavery: which was read, | 


| Senate, the majority was very large, and in the | 


| territory by the 


_ ordered to be printed. 
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Also, a resolution of the Legislature of the State || Mr. B., in reply to a question from. Mr. Dick- 
of New Hampshire, in favor of the adoption of || mvson, said that the main point in the report related 
measures for the extinction of slavery in the Dis- || to the power of Congress to annul a treaty with- 
trict of Columbia; its exclusion from the Territory || out the consent of the other contracting party. 
of Oregon, and all other territories which now, or || The committee had determined that @ongress had 
hereafter may, belong to the United States; for | no such power. 
the suppression of the domestic slave trade, and | Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Revo- 
against the admission of any new State into the || lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the bill 
Union whose constitution tolerates slavery; which || from the House for the relief of Joseph Warren 
was read, and ordered to be printed. | Newcombe, reported the same without amend- 

Also, a preamble and resolution passed by the || ment. 


| Legislature of the State of New Hampshire, de- || Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Claims, re- 


claring their determination to use every effort, con- || ported a bill for the relief of Ann B. Cox; which 
sistent with the Constitution of the United States, } was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. R., from the same committee, reported a 
'| bill for the relief of Elisha L. Keen; which was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom had been referred the petition of Robert 


( ; ‘ | Deidrich, made an adverse report thereon; which 
House less; but it was composed of both parties. | was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MILLER presented a resolution of the | Tie eile 
Legislature of New Jersey, requesting the Sena- | THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 
tors and Representatives of that State in Congress '| Mr. CALHOUN here rose and said; Mr. Pres- 
to use their efforts to procure the adoption of a | ident, I rise to offer a set of resolutions in reference 
provision, in ay ee for the acquisition of || to the various resolutions from the State Legisla- 
nited States, which will exclude || tures upon the subject of what they call the exten- 
therefrom slavery or involuntary servitude, except || sion of slavery, and the proviso attached to the 
as a punishment for crime; which was read, and || House bill, called the three million bill. What I 
‘| propose before I send my resolutions to the table, 
Mr. CALHOUN. By what majority were these || 1s to make a few explanatory remarks. 
passed ? | Mr. President, it was solemnly asserted on this 
Mr. MILLER. I believe the vote of one branch || floor, some time ago, that all parties in the non- 
was unanimous: in the other, there was a single || slaveholding States had come to a fixed and sol- 
negative. || emn determination upon two propositions. One 
r. CAMERON presented two petitions of citi- || was, that there should be no further admission of 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying such an alteration || any States into this Union which permitted by 
of the Constitution and laws of the Uniied States || their constitution the existence of slavery; and the 
as will abolish slavery throughout the Union; the || other was, that slavery shall not hereafter exist in 
motions to receive which were laid on the table. || any of the Territories of the United States; the 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | effect of which would be to give to the non-slave- 
the Committee on Pensions was discharged from | holding States the monopoly of the public domain, 
the further consideration of the memorial of An- || to the entire exclusion of the slaveholding States. 
drew D. Crosby, deceased; and it was referred to || Since that declaration was made, Mr. President, 
the Committee of Naval Affairs. | we have abundant proof that there was a satisfac- 
On motion by Mr. DIX, the Senate reconsidered || tory foundation for it. We have received already 
the vote by which the bill for the relief of the heirs || solemn resolutions passed by seven of the non- 
of Jethro Wood was yesterday passed, and the bill || slaveholding States—one half of the number al- 
having been sctaenros 8 the insertion of the name || ready in the Union, Iowa not being counted— 
of Sylvia Ann Wood, as one of the heirs, it was || using the strongest — language to that effect; 
again read a third time, and passed. and no doubt in a short space of time similar reso- 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. lutions will be received from all of the non-slave- 


3 || holding States. But we need not go beyond the 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, || walls of Congress. The subject has bee agitated 
to whom was referred the petition of Ichabod Jor- 


in the other House, and they have sent you upa 
dan, late collector of the port of Saco, Maine, made || bill ** prohibiting the extension of slavery” (using 


a report, accompanied by the following resolution; || their own language) ‘‘to any territory which 
which was agreed to: ; || may be acquired by the United States hereafter.’’ 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be || At the same time, two resolutions which have been 
directed to report to Congress at its next session, | moved to extend the compromise line from the 
whether the laws which regulate the compensation || Rocky Mountains to the Pacific, during the prea 
of collectors of the customs require any modifica- || ent session, have been rejected by a decided ma- 
tion; and if so, in what particulars; and that the || jority. 
said Secretary report his reasons for any proposed Sir, there is no mistaking the signs of the times; 
modification. and itis high time that the southern States, the 
Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- || slaveholding States, should inquire what is now 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial || their relative strength in this Union, and what it 
of David Vann and William P. Ross, submitted a || will be if this determination should be carried into 
report, accompanied by a preamble and resolution; || effect hereafter. Sir, already we are in a minor- 
which was ordered to be printed. Mr. J. gave || ity—I use the word ‘ we,” for brevity sake—al- 
notice that he should call up this resolution at an || ready we are in @ minority In the other House, in 
early day. the electoral college, and, 1 may say, in every de- 
r. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- || partment of this Government, except at present in 
diciary, to whom had been referred the bill in rela- || the Senate of the United States: there, for the 
tion to the district courts of the United States for || present, we have an equality. Of the twenty- 
the State of New York, made an adverse report || eight States, fourteen are non-slaveholding and 
thereon. fourteen are slaveholding, counting Delaware, 
Mr, A., from the same committee, to whom was || which is doubtful, as one of the non-slaveholding 
referred the petition of citizens of Frederick, and || States. But this equality of strength exists only 
the adjoining counties, in Virginia, praying a dis- || in the Senate. One of the clerks, at my request, 
trict court, with circuit jurisdiction at Winchester, || has furnished me with a statement of what is the 
re adversely thereon. relative strength of the two descriptions of States, 
r. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill to || in the other House of Congress, and in the elec- 
authorize a term of the circuit and district courts || toral college. There are two hundred and twenty- 
for the district of Illinois, to be held at Chicago, || eight representatives, incMding Iowa, which is 
Illinois; which was read twice, and referred tothe already represented there. Of these, one hundred 
Committee on the Judiciary. and thisty-eight are from the non-slaveholding 
Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Indian || States, and ninety from what are callec ie slave 
Affairs, to whom had _ been referred various peti- || States, giving a majority in the aggregate to the 
tions praying that the Tonawanda band of Indians || former of forty-eight. In the electoral college there 
may be e from the operation of the treaty. || are one hundred and sixty-eight votes belonging to 


and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CALHOUN. By what majority were these 
resolutions passed ? 
Mr. CILLEY. I am unable to say. In the |! 











of 1842, between the United States and the Seneca || the non-slaveholding States, and one hundred and 
nation, made an adverse report thereon; which was || eighteen to the slaveholding, giving a majority of 
fifty to the non-slaveholding. 


ordered to be printed. 
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We, Mr. President, have at present only one 
position in the Government, by which we —_ 
make any resistance to this aggressive policy whic 
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+} 
ti 
} 


ii 


has been declared against the South, or any other | 


that the ndh-slaveholding States may choose to | 


take. And this equality in this body is of the most 
transient character. Already Iowa isa State; but, 
owing to some domestic difficulties, is not yet repre- 
sented in this body. When she appears here, there 
will be an addition of two Senators to the repre- 
sentatives here of the non-slaveholding States. Al- 


and will be here at next session. 
two more, making a clear majority of four in this 
body on the side of the non-slaveholding States, 
who will thus be enabled to sway every branch of 
this Government at their will and pleasure. 


| the slaveholding States. 


| them. 





there any hope? These, Mr. President, are sol- 
emn questions—not only to us, but, let me say to 
gentlemen from the non-slaveholding States: to 
Sir, the day that the balance between the 
two sections of the country—the slavecholding 
States and the non-slaveholding States—is de- 
stroyed, is a day that will mot be far removed from 
political revolution, anarchy, civil war, and wide- 
spread disaster. The balance of this system is in 


|| tive portion—always have been the conservative 
ready Wisconsin has passed the iniuatory stage, | 


This will add | 


But, | 


sir, if this aggressive policy be followed—if the | 
determination of the non-slaveholding Siates is to | 
be adhered to hereafter, and we are to be entirely | 


excluded from the territories which we already 
possess, or may possess—if this is to be the fixed 


portion—always will be the conservative portion; 


_and with a due balance on their part may, for gen- 


policy of the Government, I ask, what will be our || 


situation hereafter? 

Sir, there is ample space for twelve or fifteen of 
the largest description of States in the territories 
belonging to the United States. Already a law is 
in course of passage through the other House 
creating one north of Wisconsin. ‘There is ample 
room for another north of lowa; and another north 
of that; and then that large region extending on 


this side of the Rockymeuntains, from 49 degrees | 


down to the Texan line, which may be set down 
fairly as an area of twelve and a half degrees of 
latitude—that extended region of itself is suscepti- 
ble of having six, seven, or eight large Sates. 
this, add Oregon, which extends from 49 to 42 de- 
grees, which will give four more; and I makea 
very moderate calculation when I say that, in ad- 
dition to lowa and Wisconsin, twelve more States 


upon the territory already ours—without reference | 


to any acquisitions from Mexico—may be, and 
will be, shortly added to these United States. How 
will we then stand? There will be but fourteen on 
the part of the South—we are to be fixed, limited, 
and forever—and twenty-eight on the part of the 
non-slaveholding States! Twenty-eight! 
our number! 
the other House and in the electoral college! The 


Government, sir, will be entirely in the hands of | 


the non-slaveholding States—overwhelmingly. 

Sir, if this state of things is to go on; if this de- 
termination, so solemnly made, is to be persisted 
in—where shall we stand, as far as this Federal 
Government of ours is concerned? We shall be 
at the entire mercy of the non-slaveholding States. 
Can we look to their justice and regard for our in- 
terests? Now, I ask, can we rely on that? Ought 
we to trust our safety and prosperity to their 
mercy and sense of justice? These are the sol- 
emn questions which I put to this and the other 
side of the Chamber. 

Sir, can we find any hope by looking to the 
past? If we are to look to that—lI will not go into 


Double | 
And with the same disproportion in || 


the details—we will see from the beginning of this | 
Government to the present day, as far as pecu- | 
niary resources are concerned—as far as the dis- | 


bursement of revenue is involved, it will be found 


that we have been a portion of the community | 


which has substantially supported this Govern- 
ment without receiving anything like a remunera- 
tion from it. 


go beyond this determination on the part of the | 


non-slavehoiding States, that there shall be no fur- 
ther addition to the slaveholding States, to prove 
what our condition will be? a 

Sir, what is the entire amount of this policy? I 
will not say that it is so designed? I will not say 
from what cause it originated. I will not say whether 
blind fanaticism on one side, whether a hostile 
feeling to slavery entertained by many not fanati- 
eal on the other, has produced it; or whether it has 


been the work of men, who, looking to political | 


power, have considered the agitation of this ques- 
tion as the most effectugl mode of obtaining the 
spoils of this Government. I look to the fact it- 
self. It is a policy now openly avowed as one to 
be persisted in, It is a scheme, Mr. President, 


which aims to monopolize the powers of this Gov- 


But why look to the past—why || 
should | go beyond this very measure itself? Why || 


ernment and to obtain sole possession of its ter- | 


ritories, 
Now, I ask, is there any remedy? Does the 
Constitution afford any remedy? And if not, is 


| 


_ the United States !—may be confronted? Is thisa | 
policy consistent with the Constitution? No, Mr. 


To i 


erations to come, uphold this glorious Union of || 
|| ours. 


But if this scheme should be carried out— 
if we are to be reduced to a handful—if we are to 
become a mere ball to play the presidential game 
with—to count something in the Baltimore caucus 
— if this is to be the result—wo, wo, I say, to this 
Union! 

Now, sir, I put again the solemn question— 
does the Constitution afford any remedy? Is there 


any provision in it by which this aggressive poli- | 
| cy—boldly avowed, as if perfectly consistent with 


our institutions and the safety and prosperity of 


President, no! Itis, in all its features, daringly 
opposed to the Constitution. What is it? Ours 
is a Federal Constitution. The States are its con- 
stituents, and not the people. The twenty-eight 
States—the twenty-nine States (including lowa)— 
stand under this Government as twenty-nine indi- 
viduals, or as twenty-nine millions of individuals 
would stand to a consolidated power. It did not 
look to the prosperity of individuals, as such. No, 


| Sir; itwas made for hither ends; it was formed 


that every State as a constituent member of this 


| ges, natural and acquired, with greater security, 


BE. 








They are the conserva- || 





great Union of ours should enjoy all its advanta- | 
| 


and enjoy them more perfectly. The whole sys- 
tem is based on justice and equality—perfect 
equality between the members of this republic. 
Now ean that be consistent with equality, which 
will make this public domain a monopoly on one 
side—which, in its consequences, would place the 
whole power in one section of the Union, to be 
wielded against the other sections of the Union? 
Is that equality ? 

How, then, do we stand in reference to this ter- 
ritorial question—this public domain of ours? Why, 
sir, what is it? It is the common property of the 
States of this Union. They are called “ the terri- 


| tories of the United States.”? And what are the 


| ean. 
| but it results from t 





‘* United States’? but the States united? Sir, these 
territories are the property of the States united; 
held jointly for their common use. And is it con- 
sistent with justice, is it consistent with equality, 
that any portion of the partners, outnumbering 
another portion, shall oust them of this common 
property of theirs—shall pass any law which shall 
proscribe the citizens of other portions of the 
Union from emigrating with their property to the 
Territories of the United States? Would that be 
consistent, can it be consistent with the idea ofa 
common property, held jointly for the common 
benefit of all? Would it be so considered in pri- 
vate life? Would it not be considered the most 
flagrant outrage in the world, one which any court 
of equity would restrain by injunction—which any 
court of law in the world would overrule? 

Mr. President, not only is that proposition gross- 
ly inconsistent with the Constitution, but the other, 
which undertakes to say that no State shall be ad- 


mitted into this Union which shall not prohibit by | 


its constitution the existence of slaves, is equall 
a great outrage against the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. Sir, I hold it to be a fundamental prin- 
ciple of our political system that the people havea 
right to establish what government they may think 
roper for themselves; that every State about to 
eatin a member of this Union has a right to form 
its own Government as it pleases; and that, in or- 
der to be admitted, there is but one qualification, 
and that is, that the government shall be republi-, 
There is no “ee provision té that effect, 
at important section which 
guarantees to every State in this Union a republi- 
can form of government. Now, sir, what is pro- 
posed? It is proposed, from a vague, indefinite, 
erroneous, and most dangerous conception of pri- 
vate individual liberty, to overrule this great com- 
mon liberty which the people have of framing their 
own constitution! Sir, the right of self-government 





| 





| 





|| guardians. 
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| on the part of individuals is not near so easi} 


y to be 


|| established by any course of reasoning as the right 


| ofa community or State to self-government, And 
yet, sir, there are men of such delicate feelin 
on the subject of liberty—men who cannot poss} 
| bly bear what they call slavery in one section 
| of the country—(although not so much Slavery, ay 
an institution indispensable for the good of both 
races)—men so squeamish on this point, that they 
are ready to strike down the higher right of a 
community to govern themselves, in order to main. 
| tain the absolute right of individuals in every pos- 
sible condition to govern themselves! 
Mr. President, the resolutions that I intend to 
_ offer present, in general terms, these great truths 
_I propose to present them to the Senate; I propose 
to have a vote upon them; and I trust there is no 
_ gentleman here who will refuse it. It is manly— 
itis right that such a vote should be given. [t js 
due to our constituents that we should insist upon 
it; and I, as one, will insist upon it that the sense 
_of this body shall be taken; the body which repre. 
sents the States in their capacity as communities 
and the members of which are to be their special 
It is due to the, sir, that there should 
be a fair expression of what is the sense of this 
body. Upon that expression much depends. [t 
is ke only stand which we can make under the 
Constitution. It is the only position we can take, 
that will uphold us with anything like independ- 
| ence—which will give us any chance atall to main. 
| tain an equality in this Union, on those great prin. 
ciples to which I have referred. Overrule these 
| principles, and we are nothing! Preserve them, 
| and we will ever be a respectable portion of the 
| Union. 
| Sir, here let me say a word as to the compromise 
line. I have always considered it as a great error 
—highly injurious to the South, because it surren- 
| dered, for mere temporary purposes, those high 
principles of the Constitution upon which I think 
we ought to stand. I am against any compromise 
line. Yet I would have been willing to acquiesce 
in a continuance of the Missouri compromise, in 
order to preserve, under the present trying circum- 
stances, the peace of the Union. One of the réto- 
lutions in the House, to that effect, was offered at 
my suggestion. I said to a friend there, * Let us 
not be disturbers of this Union. Abhorrent to my 
feelings as is that compromise line, let it be adhered 
to in good faith; and if the other portions of the 
Union are willing to stand by it, let us not refuse 
to stand by it. Tt has kept peace for some time, 
and in the present circumstances, perhaps it would 
be better to be continued as it is.”” But it was 
voted down by an overwhelming majority. It was 
renewed by a gentleman from a non-slaveholding 
State, and again voted down by an overwhelming 
ma cen 6 wr ; 
see my way in the Constitution. I cannot in 
acompromise. A compromise is but an act of 
| Congress. It may be overruled at any time. It 
_givesusnosecurity. Butthe Constitutionis stable. 
Itisarock. Onit we can stand. It isa firm and 
| stable ground, on which we can better stand in op- 
| positidn to fanaticism, than on the shifting sands 
| of compromise. 
| Let us be done with compromises. 
| back and stand upon the Constitution ! 
| Well; sir, what if the decision of this hody shall 
| deny to us this high constitutional right, not the 
‘less clear because deduced from the whole body 
| of the instrument and the nature of the subject to 
which it relates? What, then, is the question? 
will not undertake to decide. It is a question for our 
constituents—the slaveholding States. A solemn 
and a great question. If the decision should be ad- 
verse, I trustand do believe that they will take under 
_ solemn consideration what they ought to do. I give 
/no advice. It would be hazardous and dangerous 
for me to do so. But I may speak as an individual 
member of that section of the Union. There I drew 
| my first breath. There are all my hopes. There is 
_ my family and connexions. I am a planter—a cot- 
ton planter. Lam asouthern man anda slaveholder; 
a kind and a merciful one, I trust—and none the 
| worse for being aslaveholder. I say, for one, I 
| would rather meet any extremity upon earth than 
| give up one inch of our equality—one inch of what 
| 


tion 


Let us go 


| 


belongs to us as members of this t republic. 
What, acknowledge ee ‘he surrender 
of life is rothing to sinking down in 


to acknowl- 
| ed 


d inferiority. : * 
have examined this subject largely—widely. I 
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think I see the future if we do not stand up as we 


ought. In my humble opinion, in that case, the | 
. 


condition of Ireland is prosperous and happy—the 
condition of Hindostan is prosperous and happy— 
the condition of Jamaica is prosperous and happy, | 
to what the southern States will be if they should 
not now stand up manfully in defence of their rights. 

Mr: President, I desire that the resolutions 
which I now send to the table be read. 

(The resolutions were read as follows:] 


Resolved, That the territories of the United States belong 
to the several States composing this Union, and are held by 
them as their joint and common property. 

Reso'ved, That Congress, as the jointagent and represent- 
ative of the States of this Union, has no right to make any 
law, or do any act whatever, that shall directly, or by its 
effects, make any discrimination between the States of this 
Union, by which any of them shall be deprived of its full 
and equal rightin any territory of the United States acquired 
or to be acquired. 

Resolved, That the enactment of any law which should 
directly, or by its effects, deprive the citizens of any of the 
states of this Union from emigrating, with their property, 
jnto any of the territories of the United States, will make 
such discrimination, and would, therefore, be a violation of 
the Constitution, and the rights of the States from which 
such citizens emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect 
equality which belongs to them as members of this Union, || 
and would tend directly to subvert the Union itself. 

Resolved, That it is a fendamental principle in our politi- 
eal creed, that a people, in forming a constitution, have the 
gnconditional right to form and adopt the government which || 
they may think best calculated to secure their liberty, pros- 
perity, and happiness; and that, in conformity thereto, no | 
other condition is imposed by the Federal Constitution on a 
State, in order to be admitted into this Union, except that its 
Constitution shall be republican ; and that the imposition of | 
any other by Congress would not only be in violation of the 
Constitution, but in direct confiict with the principle on || 
which our pelitical systein rests. 


I move that the resolutions be printed. I shall | 
move that they be taken up to-morrow; and I do 
trust that the Senate wiil give them early attention | 
and an early vote upon the subject. 

Mr. BENTON then rose and said: Mr. Presi- | 
dent, we have some business to transact. There 
is something yet to be done to give effect to the ten 
reciment bill, and other important measures require | 
our attention. Now, if anybody thinks that | am | 
going to lay aside the necessary business of the | 
session to vote on such a string of abstractions, he 
is greatly mistaken. i| 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator says he cannot 
take up abstractions. The Constitution is an ab- || 
straction. Propriety is an abstraction. All the 
great rules of life are abstractions. The Declara- 
tion of Independence was made on an abstraction; 











| adopted. 


| five thousand dollars for the appointment of a board 


| ing docks. 


Senator from Florida would not prevail 


| Committee, to amend the bill by inserting a sec- 


tion appropriating money to test the efficiency of 
an invention, by Uriah Brown, of a steam vessel 
which would be cannon-proof, and from which an 


| inextinguishable and destructive liquid fire could 


be discharged on vessels and fortresses. 

The amendment was agreéd to—ayes 18, noes 
i. 

Mr. YULEE moved an amendment, making a 
provision to test the suitableness of iron as a ma- 
terial for the construction of vessels; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. YULEE, under instruction from the Naval 
Committee, moved an amendment authorizing an 


increase of warrant officers; which was agreed to. 


DOCK AT PENSACOLA. 
Mr. YULEE moved to strike out the appropri- 


‘| ation fora dock at Pensacola, for the purpose of 


inserting a substitute. 


Mr. YULEE expressed his determination to | 


' vote against the appropriation as it stands in the 
| bill, if the substitute he had prepared was not 


Congress had appropriated the sum of 


of commissioners to examine the various navy | 


yards and the docks, to determine where docks 
should be constructed. At the last session, a full 


report from this board was laid before Congress. | 
| The board consisted of Colonel Talcott, two com- 
| modores, and a gentleman of scientific experience. 
| They saw at New York the working of the float- 
They then went to Pensacola, and || 


examined that station, and reported that the con- | 


struction of a floating dock there would be imprac- 
ticable, on account of the want of a sufficiency of 


water. It appeared to him, therefore, strange that | 


an appropriation should be made in this bill to 
construct a floating dock, in direct opposition to the 
result of the examination of the board, as given in 
its reportto Congress. He had moved this amend- 


ment for the purpose of making the appropriation | 


conform to the report of the board. 
Mr. CAMERON hoped the amendment of the 
If we 


were to proceed to construct a stone dock at Pen- | 
sacola, it would be years before we could look for | 


its completion. It was not probable that it could 
be finished before the termination of the war. He 


thought, too, that the Senator was mistaken as to | 


and when I hear a man declare that he is against | the depth of water in hispwn harbor. To show 
abstract truth in a case of this kind, I am prepared || this, he referred to another report from a public 
to know what his course will be! I certainly sup- || officer, who had also made an examination, and 


posed that the Senator from Missouri, the repre- | 
sentative of a slaveholding State, would have sup- | 
ported these resolutions. 
faith, under a solemn conviction of what was due | 
to those whom I represent; and due the whole || 
South and the whole Union. I have as little desire | 
as any Senator to obstruct public business. All I | 
want is a decision, and a decision before the three || 
million bill is decided. If the Senator from Mis- || 
souri wants to-morrow morning, very well. The | 
resolutions can be taken up on Monday. l| 
Mr. BENTON, I will pursue my own course | 
when the time comes. I know what are abstrac- || 
tions, and what are not. I know what is business | 
and what is not. I am for going on with the busi- | 
ness of the session; and | say, I shall not vote for | 
abstractions years ahead, to the exclusion of busi- 
ness. The Senator from South Carolina says he 
calculated on my support. 
knows very well from my whole course in public | 
life, that I never would leave public business to || 
take up firebrands to set the world on fire. | 
Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator does not at all | 
comprehend me. [ expressed a hope that he || 
would be found ready to support the principles | 
presented in my resolutions. i 
Mr. BENTON. I shall be found in the right 
lace. Iam on the side of my country and the 
nion. 
The resolutions were then ordered to be printed. 


THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate then resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, the consideration of the bill making appro- | 
priations for the naval service for the year canes | 
on the 30th of June, 1848. 

The question pending being on the motion of | 
Mr. Mixer, to amend by inserting « provision 
for services performed by Dr. T. P. Jones, it was | 











determined in the negative—ayes 12, noes 17. 





| reported that there was a sufficiency of water. He | 
| also adverted to the fact, that Mr. Upshur had for- | 


sacola. 

Mr. YULEE read an extract from the report 
of the Board of Commissioners, in which it was 
stated that a floating dock would require a depth 
of fifteen feet of water below the present depth. 


Mr. ATHERTON thought, if a dock was re- | 


quired at Pensacola, it was not right to commence 
one which could not be completed for some years, 
and would cost above a million of dollars, and to 


which, after it was finished, ships of war could | 
He did not suppose that, in mo- | 


not have access. 
ving his amendment, the Senator from Florida was 
influenced by any desire that large sums might be 
expended on Florida. He was doubtless sincere 
in his views of the propriety of constructing a 


He is mistaken. He || Stone dock. Butit was impossible to calculate the 
It might reach two millions | 


cost of such a dock. 
of dollars, on account of the hazard which would 
attend working in quicksands. 


I moved them in good || merly made a contract for a ‘oating dock at Pen- | 


After a few words from Mr. HUNTINGTON— | 


Mr. WESTCOTT said ke did not profess to | 
know anything at all about the relative merits of | 
the stone dock, the sectional dock, or the balance || 


dock; nor did he believe Senators generally knew 


much more on the subject than hedid. He felt | 


inclined to defer his judgment to that of his col- 
league, who was a member of the Naval Committee, 
and had examined the subject for some years, and 


he should vote with him on his amendment for a 


stone dock. The remarks, however, of the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Aruer- 
TON] was conclusive with him as to the necessity, 


not (if such dock did not succeed) prevent the 
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building a stone dock hereafter. Mr. W. said he 
had intended to propose some amendments to the 
dock clause, but waived them to avoid the danger 
to the bill on this score. . 

The question was taken, and the a 
Mr. Yu.er was negatived. 


OFFICERS OF THE MISSOURI. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to amend 
the bill by inserting a provision making an appro- 
priation to pay the officers of the steam-frigate Mis- 
souri for their property lost in the burning of that 
vessel, 

Mr. J. said the officers on board that vessel, at 
the time of her destruction, had lost all their cloth- 
ing, and everything they had on board the frig- 
ate. There could not be a more just claim for 
compensation. The subject had been brought be- 
fore Congress last session, and had been referred; 
but no report having been made, he hoped the case 
would be provided for by attaching his amendment 
to this bill, 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON thought this was a fair 
claim. The officers lost everything. Precedents 
might We referred to. When Fort Delaware was 
burnt down, the officers lost their clothing, and 
Congress did not hesitate to give them remunera- 
tion. That was nota stronger case than this. He 
hoped the amendment would be agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON objected to the amend- 
ment as opening the way to a new class of claims, 
We might as well introduce an appropriation for 
the officers of the Seagull as the Missouri. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said the amend- 
ment might be introduced in the bill with as much 
erry as many other amendments which had 

een introduced. He hoped it would be adopted. 


dment of 


_ It was a just and fair claim. 


|; ment. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD had no doubt the claim was 
a just one; but there were other cases of a similar 
character, and this was not the proper place to make 
provision for them. There were cases before the 
Naval Committee—the Seagull, the Peacock, the 
Missouri—all with equal claims on the Govern- 
They could not be taken up at this late 
period. They must pass over until next session, 
when they would, doubtless, be all acted on. 

Mr: JOHNSON, of Louisiana. The chairman 
of the Naval Committee says the claim is a just 
one. It was referred to that committee last session, 
and the excuse for not acting was, that it was too 
late. It wasagain referred at the beginning of this 
session, and now it is too late; and we are told it 
cannot he acted on until next session. 

Mr. ATCHISON said he was always sorry to 
differ from the Senator from Louisiana, who was 
always prima facie right. But he could not give 
his vote for this amendment. He did not think it 
would be right to make the appropriation. It 
would be offering a premium for negligence. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was negatived. 

Mr. PEARCE, for the purpose of preventing 
such a construction of an amendment adopted yes- 
terday, as would give the pyrotechnist rank as a 
lieutenant-commanding, moved an amendment ex- 
plaining that he should exercise no military com- 
mand. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reportedgto the Senate with 
amendments; the amendments were concurred in, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 


| reading. 


THREE MILLION BILL. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


sumed the consideration of the bill making an ap- 


propriation of three millions of dollars to bring to 
a conclusion the.war with Mexico. 
- Mr. HOUSTON said, from the course this de- 


| bate had taken, the — of this bill was in danger 


' 
' 
; 


of being forgotten. Its merits appeared to have 
been pretty much overlooked, for no position had 
particularly been taken in favor of its passage, or 
in opposition to it; gentlemen having discussed a 
variety of topics, having no immediate connexion 
with it. As, therefore, gentlemen had gone into 


| so wide a discussion, it would impose on him the 


duty of noticing matters some what irrelevant to the 


|| even if a stone dock was built, of having a floating | question pending before the Senate. 


dock at Pensacola within a few months—as soon | Honorable gentlemen, in discussing this subject, 


as possible—for the purpose of repairing our ves- 
sels in the Gulf whick might receive . The 


passage of the bill allowing a floating dock should 





had adverted to various circumstances which seem 
to claim no very intimate connexion with it; and 
some which involve not only the interests, but the 
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integrity of the territory of the State which he in 
rt represented. But previous to entering into an 
investigation of that subject, it might not be im- | 
proper to adyert to that a of their discussions 
which hadif@lation to the expulsion of the printer 
to Congress. ‘ 

He had not thought proper, nor, indeed, had the 
opportunity presented itself, to offer the views he 
entertained on that subject while it was before the 
Senate, however deeply he was impressed with its 
importance, as connected with the liberties and the 
well-being of our citizens. The Senate, in its wis- 
dom, may have acted correctly, but his opinions 
were so much at variance with the policy of the 
course pursued, that he would adduce some reasons 
why he was inclined to believe that an error might | 
have been committed. 

If they were to regard the privileges of this body 
as sacred, and to hold that the members were not | 
subject to the ordinary influence of public opinion; | 
and if they were to enjoy the exclusive right to re- 
strict in others privileges indulged in by members 
of this body, it would seem to him that they were | 
assuming a power that did not belong to them, and 
that was nowhere given either by the Congitution 
or the laws of the country. 

This thing of “privilege’’ had never been defined 
by any law of Congress, So far, then, as the rights 
of individuals and the rights of members of this 
body were determined, it was simply by reference 
to precedents—and precedents derived from Eng- 
lish laws and English decisions. If he apprehend- 
ed aright the privileges conceded to members of 
such bodies, it was a privilege that secured them 
at all times the power of discharging their duty. 
They were not liable to civil process so as to pre- 
vent their attendance in this body. ‘They were not | 
to be held accountable for any vote they might give 
in this body on any subject. But he could not con- | 
ceive that the Constitution ever designed to throw 
around any member of this Government a mantle | 
to protect him against the expression or the influ- 
ence of public opinion, The judicature of the | 
country was the proper resort for redress for libel. | 
But if this vague and yndefined privilege was to 
rest on their own opinion and their own decision, 
they became not only accuser, but judge, jury, and 
everything that was necessary to the infliction of 
punishment. In this case they had assumed all | 
this power to be in themselves, while in fact they | 
had no general power or right to inflict any pun- | 
ishment on an individual. Had it not occurred to | 
Senators, too, that it was a doubtful exercise of 
power to punish an individual for an offence which 
was not defined by law? {f they had a person 
bearing to them the relation of contractor, and the | 
Senate have excluded him from their Chamber and | 
the privileges he possessed as such contractor, they 
must have some reason for so doing. And what 
was it?) Was it that slanderous words had been 
published of the Senate, and words abusive of its 
character and dignity? or was it that, having the 
power, they had exercised the right of excluding 
their printer without an investigation into the 
merits of the accusation? Certainly no investiga- 
tion had taken place on this oceasion, nor any ex- 
amination into the facts, If they had thus the right 
to exclude, they had the right to punish by other 
means than expulsion. If the printer to this body | 
had acted inconsisteygt with his character and rela- | 
tions to that body, i®would have been very easy | 
to have referred the matter to a committee, by 
whom he could have been heard in his defence and 
witnesses examined. 

Mr. BUTLER rose and asked permission to 


by Mr. Ritchie’s friends. 
Mr. HOUSTON, Sucha proposition was not 


acted — No such resolution was passed. 
Mr. BUTLER admitted that it was not passed, | 


out it was offered; and Mr. Ritchie said in his | 
paper he would not have gone before such a com- | 
mittee. 


} 

. . 

refer the matter to a committee, but it was declined | 
| 


| which they had assumed to exercise. The rights | ducing happiness and prosperity for civilized man, 


of the citizen are well ascertained and defined, and 
their privileges are well understood; and whenever 
this body shall define its privileges, the citizen will 
have some guide to direct him. : 
exclusion neither affected Mr. Ritchie in his purse 


nor in his person, it was an indignity—a chastise- | 
ment—and it must be viewed as an encroachment | 
He was not an ad- 


on the freedom of the press. 
vocate for the licentiousness of the press; but he 


would rather see it increased, if possible, than see | 


this body assume a right which was not inherent 
in it. Such an exercise of power, such an as- 
sumption of right, was dangerous. But there was 


no danger to be apprehended from the licentious- 


| signally failed. 


| to be right for the last half century, will not be in- | 


| Senate, to abandon those principles. 


ness of the press. There was a conflict among 
editors which would lead to the detection and ex- 
posure of falsehood. 


was directed against an individual. 


But though this | 


Their warfare differed from | 
an assumption of power by the Senate, when it || 
If the object | 
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! 
i} 


of the Senate was to redress a grievance, it had | 


It would not check the licentious- 
ness of the press; and though one man might be 


the victim here, yet public opinion would vindicate |; Be 
| of the military despots who succeeded each other, 
| even to the last extremity. But that was not suf- 


and sustain him abroad. The ee of the 
Senate micht fall on a man who had rendered him- 


self obnoxious as a party man; buta man who has | 
been an advocate of principles which he believes || 


duced, by all the terrors of the machinery of this 
They have 
rrown with his growth and strengthened with his 


strength, and will remain unchanged in his decli- | 


ning years. Such an individual would be sustained || as : 
. | law-abiding; and the despot determined to subju- 


by the people; for, however proud they might be 
of their representatives on this floor, they were 
equally proud of the liberties of the citizen. What- 
ever trenches on the rights of the citizen, will never 


be sanctioned and approved by an intelligent peo- || 


ple, no matter by whom attempted. 


In the course of the remarks which have been | 


induleed in on this floor, Texas has been alluded 
to—not only its original settlement, but its progress 
and various mutations up to the present moment. 
It was true that her history had been one of pecu- 
liar interest and of peculiar enterprise and peculiar 


vicissitudes; for though she may have enjoyed her | 
sunny days, gloom and darkness have rested upon | 


| dant spots of nature. 
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In this situation Texas found herself. Her inhab. 
itants were industrious, moral, and honest. The 
were sworn to support the constitution of 1824 
and they submitted to every inconvenience that 
could be required of them. In this situation the 
remained until 1834, when, as a State, they desired 
to obtain a constitution, and enjoy the rights of 
eens under the constitution of 1824, By: 
when they respectfully petitioned for their rights 
and formed a constitution in conformity with the 
constitution of Mexico, and sent a legate for that 
purpose, he was incarcerated for months, and for 
years they were set at defiance. In the meantime 
the constitution of 1824 was by the usurper Santa 
Ana, after successive convulsions, subverted, and q 
dictatorial government substituted in its stead, 

In this the people of Texas were quiescent, 
They were submissive—and why? They hoped 
to see the restoration of the constitution of 1824, 
They expected to see the power of the tyrant de- 
stroyed, and that they should again enjoy their 
liberties. They were willing to endure the incon. 
veniences which arose from the convulsive throes 


ficient. They were known to be an enterprising 
people. They had made an impress on Mexico, 
and on her beautiful prairies. They had made an 
impress that would never be effaced while human 
intelligence was permitted to stalk abroad in the 
earth, or its benign influence be felt in those ver- 
ot Mexico saw they were an 
enterprising people, and that they were loyal and 


gate them to his will. Not only had he oppressed 


_them, but he incarcerated their representative. 
Those who escaped returned to Texas, and pro- 


claimed their wrongs, but the people were loyal to 
the constitution, though not to the Government. 
They did not renounce Mexico, but in firm re- 
monstrance, they invoked an indulgence in their 
rights. The tyrant resolved to subjugate them, 


_ though no act of rebellion had been committed; 


| but they repelied his armies. With a well-ap- 


her, and calamities have impeded her progress. It | 
had been said that the citizens of Texas had gone | 


to that country to assail others’ rights. They went 
there on the invitation of the Mexican Govern- 


the world as free and republican—a constitution 
assimilated to the one under which they had had 
the happiness to live. They went not as vaga- 


| bonds. They went not to despoil Mexico of her 


| rights. 


territory, or to rob any portion of mankind of their 


pointed and numerous army, he resolved on the 


annihilation of Texas, and their extermination 
from the earth. There was not one who uttered 
the English accent that he intended should remain 
west of the Sabine, unless it might be one who 


|, would consent to be his supple tool, and conspire 
| against the rights of his country. 
ment, to live under a constitution recognised by || 


Before the despot could advance on Texas, it 


| was necessary that other portions of Mexico, still 


| adhering to the constitution of 1824, should be sub- 


| 


| Austin in the year 1821, which was confirmed to | 


Stephen F. Austin, his son. Three hundred fami- | 


lies went under grants made by Mexico, for it was 


then the policy of the Mexican Government to || 


| colonize Texas by American citizens. No less than 


seven grants were made, some to inhabitants of 


| Great Britain, and some to citizens of the United 


| influences and inconveniences ? 


| were reduced to mere hamlets. 


States. They were invited there, and for what 
purpose? Was it to receive a gracious boon, and 
to make no requital? Was it to wrest from Mexico 


| overthrow. 


'| a state of rebellion, he could not leave them to ad- 
They went under a grant made to Moses || 


jugated; and therefore he threatened them with 
But as several States at home were in 


vance on Texas. It was, however, important that 
Zacatecas, one of the most efficient, should be made 
an example; and she, standing prominent in the 


| confederacy of Mexican States, was made the first 


i 
| 


victim by the despot. That it might be known 
what just cause Texas had for apprehension, he 
would read an extract from a historical sketch by 
a writer of high respectability, from which it would 
appear that the despot found that it was impossi- 
ble to succeed in the overthrow of Zacatecas by 


| valor and chivalry; so he determined to destroy 


her domain, and live regardless of law and consti- || her liberties by other agencies—by sending to her 


ulate a wil- 


tution? No. They went to settle and - 
y by ordinary 


derness. A wilderness surrounded on 
Not so. 
dians had so pressed on the settlements of Mexico 


hh | that towns which had been populous, towns which 
- that he distinctly submitted a proposition to |) 


had consisted of fifteen or sixteen thousand souls, 
The Indians were 


| pressing on, on every side. They had no frontier, 
| for every village was a frontier, encircled and sur- 


rounded by savage tribes, from the seaboard to the 
interior. They were pressed upon to such a de- 


| gree, that after the Mexican revolution was well 


Mr. HOUSTON. Then it was what he had |! 


said—a condemnation without trial. Mr. Ritchie 
For publishing an article, signed * Vixvicaror,” | 
alleging certain things against the Senate. Well, 
this body was amenable to public opinion as well as 
an individual of society. They had no exemption 


from public opinion. They were amenable to it. || succeeded war, and the Indian tribes were 


| 

: 

was condemned without a hearing, and for what? | 
i 

| 


over, they were not in a situation to resist the pres- 
sure of the Indians, and became subject to their 
control. Mexico, in this dilemma, aware of the 
hardy and enterprising character of the Anglo- 
American race, made the grants to those colonists, 
and guarantied all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities of their constitution. These were the in- 
ducements to the North American race to occupy 
the wilderness of Texas. They went there. oe 
led. 


Though termed the “ Supreme Legislature’’ by the || They possessed the country. They Tait the 
advocates of this power, they possessed not the right || wilderness, and it became cultivated fields, pro- 


| 





_ officers who had been in his army. They went to 
| the capital of Zacatecas, and insinuated themselves 


The In- || to be the friends of Zacatecas, and offered to aid 


them in taking up arms; and how they requited the 
| confidence of that brave and generous people, this 
| extract will give a particular narrative: 


* Zacatecas, where, in some of the darkest periods of the 
| revolution, liberty had found a last refuge, again served as 
| a sellzing point for a few faithful votaries now remaining 
| among the degenerate Mexicans, An army of 5,000 men, 
| com principally of the militia of the State, were as- 
| sem near the city of Zacatecas, Baer to resist the 
| authority of the tyrant. Mexico had drawn its best troops 
| from Zacatecas. In the long contest with the mother coun- 
| try, no part of Mexico had made sacrifices. in aid of 
| the common cause. The blow which robbed them of that 

liberty which was so dear to them, and which they bad so 
well merited by their liberal outpourings of blood and treas- 
ure, musthave been keenly felt from whatever hand it may 
bane. anna, A6A. eaniy ao Onsen: ROR EI 
usurper, who was principally indebted to them for the means 
of success against ae consequently for his 
| cans horde aaa ingratitude Santa Ana well 
character of 
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president in destroying that constitution which they had 
ie ira to Support, resigned their commissions and repaired 
mgacatecas, and there affected to join the e in sup- 
wing the authority of the State. hey offered their ser- 
ees to command the militia in the approaching contest, 
which were accepted; and this devoted band of 5,000 men 
was placed under their command. Santa Ana was now 
ized of the success of his stratagem, and advanced with 
, superior force, while his progress was concealed from the 
qacatecans by the treacherous officers, until they were 
surrounded and attacked; and thus more than half their 
number were literally cut to pieces before they had an op- 
runity to make the least resistance ; a few rallied to arms 
and made a desperate attempt to check the advance of the 
iavaders, but they were driven before them into the city of 
Zacatecas, where the victors for several days indulged them- 
selves in excesses too shocking for recital. Foreigners, as 
well us natives, Who had taken no partin public affairs, and 
who were quietly pursuing their avocations without inter- 
meddling in any manner with the political concerns of the 
country, were butchered without ceremony, and their prop- 
erty given up to the pillage of the soldiery, or confiscated to 
the use of the officers. When the tyrant had sufficiently 
gutted his vengeance, the inhabitants who had escaped the 
sword, submitted unconditionally to his power.” 


vi 


This was placed before the eyes of Texas; these | 


acts were before the world. But in the year 1833— 
for he would recur to that period when Texas 
was roused to the most vigorous measures by acts 
of usurpation of the stipendiaries of the Mexican 
Government, and by extortion, under pretence of 
giving titles to their lands, under the conditions of 
the grants and of the laws of the republic—after 


their money had been extorted from them, after | 
commission after commission had been sent, and | 
all the amount had been accumulated which was | 


desired, their agents were put in arrest. Commis- 
sion after commission was sent; the citizens of 
Texas contributed the required amount to obtain 


the titles to their lands, and as often as they sent || 


were disappointed 
known that the d 
minate the inhabitants of Texas, they organized a 
convention—each municipality was represented ; 
they convened in October; and there they gave an 
example to the world to enable it to determine if 
they were a rebellious people. They were insult- 
ed. They acted. And how did they act? They 
formed a provisional constitution, assuming all the 
rights that a State separated from other States 
could do; and in their constitution they pledged 
their lives, their honor, and all that was sacred, 
to rally to the support of the constitution of 1824. 
They invited other States of the confederacy to 
rally with them. They never assumed the atti- 


But, in 1833, when it was 


tude of an independent nation, although they | 
They, | 


would have been justified in doing so. 
however, only adopted a provisional independence, 
and pledged themselves to support the constitu- 
tion of 1824. They repelled force and resisted 
oppression; they did not rebel against the laws of 
the republic, for they subscribed to its constitu- 
tion, and administered the laws of the republic 
over that territory as far as was in their power. 
They had not invaded Mexico. They had not 
assumed to invade her territory; but they were 
deemed contumacious in not submitting to the de- 
mands of a tyrant. 

From October, 1835, to March following, they 
remained with a provisional government; not en- 
croaching on the rights of Mexico, but merely 
organized themselves to give resistance to tyranny. 
Every barrier of their liberties had been broken 
down, and all their rights had been disregarded. 
Their arms had been demanded when they were 
surrounded bya savage foe, and when many of 
them depended on their rifle for the support of 
their families, and for resistance to an invading 
army. ‘There was then no alternative left. They 
must either yield an unconditional submission or 
submit to extermination. They resolved to stand 
in the defence of their rights and privileges, and, 
in March, 1836, Texas declared herself sovereign 
and independent of Mexico. The world saw what 
was her condition. Was she acting under no ex- 
citement? Hadshe no to apprehend from 
the resentment of Santa Ana? ere there no 
armies marching to invade her rights? Had not 
Zacatecas fallen? And if that State could not es- 
cape the malice of the monster, what had Texas 
to hope but in her own arms? She had her inhe- 
rent rights to maintain and defend. The Alamo 
was besi on the 23d of February, 1836; by a 
well-appointed. army of nine thousand men 
fortress was surrounded, with its little band of but 
one hundred and fifty men. Texas.then felt that 
she was.about to. be sw 
destruction; still: she stood: but on.the defensive. 


ot had determined to exter- | 


ept as with the besom of. 


officers of the army, pretending to be. unwilling to aid 


| 








Did that look like rebellion? They had gone there 
to acquire rights, and, being there, thus defended 
their rights; but Texas never rebelled. There 
were no rebels there. They merely defended their 
rights under the constitution; but it was a consti- 
tution which was dissolved, perverted, or destroy- 
ed, and Texas was resolved into her original ele- 
ments like the other States; and had Mexico ever 
had union since? Where is Yucatannow? Talk 
of the integrity of the Mexican {republic! Wh 
| itis a stain, a bot on constitutional liberty, to call 
| Mexico a republic. She presented a country dis- 
| tracted and severed, divided into numerous fac- 
| tions. Was there not here but the other day a 
Minister from Yucatan to negotiate with this Gov- 
ernment? Has not California declared her inde- 
pendence? And had not other States done the 
same? And yet they were to regard Mexico asan 
organized Government, and as a nation of intelli- 
gent men who were worthy to follow the example 
of this Government. He protested against such 
representations. 

Under these circumstances, then, Texas was 
placed. She had provocations as great as the ori- 








|| ginal thirteen States of this republic, when they 


threw off the colonial vassalage to Great Britain. 
Nay, look at her provocations, and they would be 
found to be a stronger cause to drive a people to 
resistance. But no one would impute dishonor to 
the fathers of our own Revolution—to the patriots 
of ’76—nor could shame and dishonor be imputed 
to the people of Texas for vindicating their rights 
and achieving their liberties. 

Our revolutionary fathers have acquired for 
themselves immortal renown—their memories will 
be revered by all ages—and to the last page of 
| history, they will be recorded as “ the primest 
men that ever lived in the tide of time.’’ And 
were the Texans wrong in imitating such illus- 
trious men, in the vindication of their rights? 
He could‘not for a moment agree with some hon- 
orable members of this body, that the present war 
was a war of the Executive of the United States. 
He could not agree that it was a war brought on 
by the President of the United States, and only by 
him. It wasa war which grew out of cireum- 
stances, which are now known to the world. It 
was. known before Texas was annexed, that war 
would result. That was predicted again and 
again. It was declared by the Mexican Minister 
to this court, that war would be the instantaneous 
consequence of annexation. It was also declared 
by Mr. Bocanegra, the Mexican Secretary of 
State for Foreign Relations, to Mr. Thompson, 
our Minister at Mexico. Annexation by him was 
declared to be a sufficient cause of war, and that 
it would follow on the heels of annexation. Well, 
annexation took place, and Mexico was pledged 
to declare war, though at that moment, as far as 
‘Texas was concerned, she was in a state of war, 
and they could make nothing else of it. Mexico 
then declared war prospectively against the United 
States, and still the United States said they would 
annex Texas. It must then be understood, that 
from the moment annexation took place, these two 
nations were towards each other as belligerants. 
Was, then, the President justified in marching the 
troops to the frontier of Texas? I contend that 
he was. He was justified on every principle that 
could actuate a nation, and by self-respect, to oc- 
cupy the territory as far asthe Rio Grande. That 
territory had been understood to belong to Texas. 
Texas had understood it to belong to her. She 
assumed that her limits extended to the Rio 
Grande; and in 1836, when she defined her bound- 
aries more particularly, she claimed the Rio Grande 
to be H@r boundary. This was before the recog- 
nition of her independence. She was entitled to 
that boundary, and she had assumed and declared 





tween the Sabine and the Nueces. 

But who had now set up this assumption of 
right to the country lying between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande? as it Mexico? Mexico 
never fixed the boundaries at the Nueces. Mexico 
contended for no division of the territory; with 
her, it was either all Mexican or none. If Texas 


it 





| and 
| Texas as described by the law of 1836. 


| 
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| bine to the Rio Grande. erved 
| dependence. Texas exercised her jurisdiction; and 


| ed state of the country. 
| through the Minister of Great Britain to the Gov- 
ernment of Texas to receive them, and allow 
| them to resume the possession of their lands; and 
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as far as the Sabine, while Texas, by the right of 
conquest and independence, claimed from the Sa- 
Texas pres@rved her in- 


that jurisdiction was recognised by England; for 
people of that couhiry appealed to Texas to recog- 
nise the grants made to them to the Rio Grande, 


| on which settlements had. been made, but had 


been broken up by the revolution and the disturb- 
They made application 


this was agreed to on the part of Texas without 
stipulation. This, then, would show that England 
regarded Texas as entitled to that portion of coun- 
try lying between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, 
England recognised the independence of 
After 


| annexation took place, if the President had ne- 
| glected to comply with the obligation to send a 


| force for the protection of Texas—the functions of 


| 


| its own government having ceased; if he had ne- 


| glected to give them that protection which, as an 


independent people, they could have given them- 

selves—he would have been recreant to his duty. 
Mr. SEVIER interposed to ask the honorable 

Senator from Texas, if, after the recognition of the 


| independence of Texas, General F’. Huston did 





not keep possession of the country between the 


| Nueces and the Rio Grande with one hundred or 
| two hundred men? 


Mr. HOUSTON would answer the Senator from 
Arkansas with great pleasure. At the time referred 
to, Mr. H. was not with thearmy. General Rusk 
was in command, and he despatched General 


| Fluston on that service. Colonel Hays, too, with 
| his rangers, occupied that ee and if there 


were any permanent Mexican establishments there, 
he was not informed of it. It was.a question never 
mooted in Texas, as to the Nueces being the west- 
ern boundary of Texas. The country beyond, 
extending to the Rio Grande, was considered a 


| part of the republic of Texas; a post-office was 


established in that territory; land was located be- 


| tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande; their laws 


| were extended to that country; and if their popu- 


lation did notextend all the way to the Rio Grande, 
certainly the population of Mexico did not extend 


| to the Nueces, for there were no Mexican inhebi- 
| tants there. 


At the time of the battle of San Ja- 


| cinto, Santa Ana was required to fall back, beyond 
| the limits of Texas, to Monterey, and he acknow- 
| ledged the boundary to be as they proclaimed it in 
| 1836. He made no question about it, but assumed 
| the Rio Grande to be the boundary, and no other 
| was discussed. And when Texas was invaded by 


pe and his marauding partieg, it was under- 
oO 


stood to be an invasion of Texas, when he crossed 
the Rio Grande. They were stationed on the other 
side of the Rio Grande, and had no military estab- 
lishments in Texas. Whenever any invasion took 


| place by the Mexicans, = were either checked, 
| or repulsed, or pursued as fugitives across the Rio 


Grande; and General Woll’s army would have 
been taken, if it had not been for want of harmony 
amongst the Texan troops. It was attacked and 
severely handled by the gallant Hays. 

Did the Texan Government consider that the Rio 
Grande was not their boundary? They considered 
crossing over the Nueces as no more than passing 
over any other stream in their territory. ‘Texan 


| rangers kept possession of that country, and tribes 


of Indians were there—an agent of Texas accom- 


| panying them. Texas, then, held possession of that 


} 
i 


did not belong to the United States te the Rio | 
Grande, no territory belonged to her beyond the. 


Sabine. Gentlemen had said an intimation had 


been given that if our army was not marched be- 


yond the Nueces, she would not consider it an 


— on her rights. 
ut annexation. Mexico insisted on her right | 


Why, the quarrel was 


|| yond-a 


t 


' 
} 
| 


country, while Mexico had no establishments east 
of the Rio Grande. Texas had no establishments 


| west of the Rio Grande; but when they invaded 
|| Mexico, they crossed the Rio Grande at Loredo. 
it to be as much her territory as the land lying be- 


Both nations considered the Rio Grande to be the. 
boundary. Whenever Mexico threatened to in- 
vade Texas, terms were always employed which 
showed the crossing of the Rio Grande was con- 


cupy that territory with her troops. As farther 
proof that the Rio Grande was the boundary, Mr. 
H. referred to a proclamation issued by the Mexi- 
can Government to General Woll, directing that 
any individual whatever, who should be found be- 
e’s distance from the left bank of the 
Rio Bravo, should be punished as.atraitor. He 
_ referred, also, to the occupancy of Point Isabel, 
| and other circumstances, to establish the same 
point. He then proceeded. 


| 
| sidered an invasion; but Mexico could never oc- 
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Now, if the President, with a knowledge of all 
these facts, had not taken the steps which he did, 
he would hqve been justly chargeable with disre- 
garding the rights of Texas. ‘Texas, at that time, 
had the right to claim all the privileges, rights, and 
immunities of any other member of this Confede- 
racy. 
this Union. Certain forms had been prescribed 
for her to observe before she could be admitted, and 
Texas had conducted herself in conformity thereto, 
and had, therefore, the right to claim the consider- 
ation of this Government; and less than was ex- 
tended to her would have been injustice. If the 
President had refused, Texas would have had the 
right to have rescinded all action on the joint reso- 
lution, and considered it a fraud upon her, and a 
transaction that had not been meditated in good 
faith. 

But it had been alleged that our general was in- 
formed, previous to his advance from Corpus 
Christi to the Rio Grande, that if he would not 
cross the Colorado there would be no act of war. 
He had then passed over three-fourths of the 
‘Texan territory, and to have acted on such an 
inumation would have left him in a position not 
defensible, and where he could be surrounded and 
cut off—for that Mexico meditated war there could 
be no doubt. Did not Paredes write to Arista 
expressing a hope that he was prepared to place 
himself at the head of his army ; and directing him 
not to wait for the advance of the American army, 
but to go and find it, and annihilate it wherever 
found? The Executive, then, had not transcended 
either his power or his duty in stationing the army 
at Corpus Christi, or marching it to the Rio Grande. 
It could not be believed that the President did it to 
involve the two countries in war; but even if war 
was the inevitable result of the advance of the 
army, he held that the President was bound to do 
it. If we were to wait for any friendly indication 
from Mexico towards Texas, he was apprehensive 
we should wait a long time. 
not by any means advance further than his obliga- 
tion to Texas required, or the joint resolution 
unplied, which had been entered into by the pre- 
ceding Administration, 


istration of Mr. Tyler took the initiatory step to 
carry out the joint resolution the evening before 
his term expired, and that it was simply followed 
up by the present Executive of the United States. 
Believing, then, as he did, that it was the duty of 
the President to give the protection to Texas which 
she desired, he must conclude that the President 
would have been false to his trust, and regardless 
of his obligation, and disloyal to the then citizens 
of the Unned States, if he had not done so. An- 


It was not necessary to | 
give the information to the Senate that the Admin- | 
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She was at that time virtually a member of | 








The Minister of the United States had little hesi- 
tation in acceding to the requirement for troops 
and a naval force, but in respect to the other point, 
he wished the privilege of referring it to his Gov- 


ernment, and proposed that the Executive of Tex- || 


as should be satisfied on that point by the Govern- | 
ment of the United States, after the Texan com- | 
missioner should arrive at Washington, and before 
entering upon negotiations. The President of 
Texas then despatched an additional Minister to 
the United States, to act with the Minister previ- 


| ously sent, and considered that all the desired 


requirements of ‘Texas had been complied with 
»revious to entering into negotiations. A letter 
vad been written to Mr. Upshur, then Secretar 


| of State, of the date of 17th January, 1844, but it 
remained in the State Department until after the || the chargé d’affaires will keep up an active correspondence 


regardless of her own interests, if she entered into | 


The President did | 


invasion. 


| in the State Department; but it appeared 


decease of Mr. Upshur, unanswered. 
by Mr. Van Zandt, to know what guarantees would 
be given; for Texas considered that she would be 


negotiations without such guarantees, as it would | 
certainly provoke hostilities with Mexico, and 
expose her to all the hazards of a war. 

As soon as Mr. Henderson arrived in Washing- 
ton city, a letter was addressed to Messrs. Hen- 
derson and Van Zandt, the Ministers of Texas, 
which he would read: 


“ Wasnineton City, April 11, 1844. 

“ To Messrs. J. Van Zanpvr and J. P. HenperRson, 

“‘ Ministers from the Republic of Texus. 

‘“GenTLeMeN: The letter addressed by Mr. Van Zandt to 
the late Secretary of State, Mr. Upshur, to which you have 
called my attention, dated Washington, the 17th of Janu- 
ary, 1844, has been laid before the President of the United 
States. 

“In reply to it, I am directed by the President to say, that 
the Secretary of the Navy bas been instructed to ordera 
strong naval force to concentrate in the Gulf of Mexico, to 
meet any emergency; and that similar orders have been is- 
sued by the Secretary of War to move the disposable mili- 
tary forces on our southwestern frontier for the same pur- 
pose. Should the exigency arise to which you refer in your 
note to Mr. Upshur, I ain further directed by the President 
to say, that during the pendency of the treaty of annexation, 
he would deem it his duty to use all the means within his 
power by the Constitution to protect Texas from all foreign 
I have the honor to be, &c., 

“J. C. CALHOUN.” 


> That emergency 


‘* To meet any emergency.’ 

was an invasion by Mexico. 
This was written and signed by the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. anes 
that it 


| was not entirely satisfactory to those gentlemen. 
| They were desirous that nothing should be left to 
| construction, to explanation, to inference, for the 


situation of Texas was one of peculiar delicacy. 


| If the negotiation should be broken off between the 
| United States and Texas, inevitably France and 


terior to the time when annexation was before | 


the authorities here—when Texas was wooed and 
sought to jom this Union—Mr. Upshur wrote to 
the chargé d’affaires of the United States in Texas, 
and the strongest assurances were given of regard 
and friendly feeling towards Texas, and Mr. Up- 
shur menaced her with doleful consequences, and 
by every possible means of persuasion that were 
decorous, to induce the Government of Texas. to 
accede to the proposition of the President of the 
United States, by reopening negotiations. The 
subject had been suspended by the Government of 
‘Texas, or treated with apathy. She began to feel 
able to resist the oppressions of Mexico. She 
thought she had better remain a free though hum- 
ble power than to come into a community of States 


where she was not treated with cordial feeling | 
Before the Government of | 


and hearty sympathy. 
‘Texas would entertain the application made by 
the Government of the United States to send a 
minister to Washington city to treat for annexa- 
tion, the Executive of that country required, through 
her Secretary of State, that the Government of the 
United States should pledge itself that a squadron 
sufficient in the estimation of the President of 
‘Texas, should float on the Gulf, and that five hun- 
dred cavalry and one thousand infantry should be 
stationed on the frontier of Texas, and that both 
the land and naval forces should be subject to the 
order of the President of Texas. 

But this was not deemed a sufficient guarantee 
for Texas, and the President was required to pledge 
himself that in case of the failure of annexation 
from any cause, the United States would enter into 
a defensive alliance with Texas, against Mexico, 
and give assurances or guarantee to the indepen- 
dence of Texas. 


England would regard ‘Texas as compromised to 
the United States; and it would take much time 


| and care and assiduity to reassure them that Texas 


would never be treated so scurvily again. 
It appeared that subsequently instructions were 


| given to the army and navy; and the officer in com- 
| mand of the land forces, and Captain Connor, who 


was in command of the navy, did put themselves 
in correspondence with the Executive of Texas, 
and maintained it sedulously. They were to be 
subject to the President of Texas, and act at his 
bidding. If an assurance to that effect had not 


been given to the President of Texas, he never 


| would have sent a minister here, authorized to treat 
| between the two countries on that subject; for it 


was jeoparding the nationality of Texas. The 


'order was therefore given on the arrival of the 


Texan minister here, and before opening negotin- 
tions for the treaty; and it did not say that the 


oe was to be limited which the President of 


It was sent || 








| Messrs. Henderson and Van Zandt, to which be 
would call the attention of the Senate: 





} 
| 
| Verbal assurances to Messrs, Van Zandt and Henderson, 
i ve Outhoun, written down in his presence and read ae 
j m. 
A powerful naval force, to consist of ten or twelve ye 
| sels, will be ordered to the Gulf of Mexico, the commande, 
| of which, Captain Connor, will, upon any serious oie 
stration being made by water by Mexico against Texas in. 
form the Mexican commander, that any attack upon Texas 
will be considered as a hostile act, and the Executive will 
feel himself bound to use every means to repc} it. 
“ That the old division, as established by Mr. Calhoun ag 
Secretary of War, extending from Florida Pointto the south. 
| ern extremity of Lake Michigan, has been restored, and 
| General Gaines been | a in command, and ordered to take 
| up his quarters at Fort Jesup, who will receive similar orders 
| as to any demonstration by land, to those given to the naval 
| commander as to a demonstration by sea; and that he and 


with the President of Texas, and if they should receive 
communication from him which he conceives threatens any 
serious intention upon the part of Mexico to invade Texas 
by land, they or either of them shail forthwith despatch the 
same to Washington city by express. That the President 
will, in that event, send a message to Congtess, intormin 
them of the fact, and request Congress to adopt, as speedily 
as possible, such measures as may be necessary for the de. 
fence of Texas; and if the emergency should require it, to sq 
in his message, that he would, in the meantime, consider it his 
a to defend Texas aguinst aggression, and will accordingly 
lo 80. ; 


any 


After the treaty was rejected, assurances were 
| given to Texas that no material change should be 
made in the orders to the commanders of sea and 
land forces, except that they should no longer corre. 
spond with the President of Texas, except through 
| the United States chargé d’affaires. 
| In accordance with these assurances, Texas had 
| received that protection which good faith r quired, 
and without which negotiations would not have been 
opened. He was not going to discuss the consti- 
| tutionality of these measuresbut he would say 
that the President was pledged to use all the power 
| which the Constitution placed in his hands to de- 
_ fend Texas to her boundary line. If it should be 
| pretended that he only intended a constitutional 
| exercise of these powers, and that his discretion 
| was to be governed by that, to delude ‘Texas into 
| the belief that assurances were given which were 
| not intended to be performed, it would reflect dis- 
| 
| 
| 


credit on the President of the United States, Mr, 

H. did not believe that the assurances which were 

given were more than the President had power to 
| give; nor did he mean to reflect on any officer of 
| that Administration, because it was a fair and 
| honest transaction between the two countries. The 
assurances were renewed, and he was sorry that 
| they were not always carried out; for after the 
| treaty was rejected, and Texas was in the worst 
possible dilemma in which she could be placed— 
| degraded by the rejection of the treaty, dishonored 
_in the eyes of other nations, repudiated after ar- 
| dent expressions of the confidence and regard she 
| reposed in the United States, suspected by Eng: 
| land and France of insincerity and of versatility of 
| character—she was thrown on her own resources 


‘ 


/again; and the United States then, for the first 


} 


|| time, intimated that they had done all that could 
| be done, or done what they intended to do. 

| Now, this was not considered a very comforta- 
ble assurance to Texas. It was a withdrawal of 
_a portion of the assurances which had been given 
to her previous to entering into the negotiations 
| for annexation, after the treaty had failed. . 
‘|| When Mr. Murphy, the chargé d’affaires in 
| Texas, sent a copy of his letter to Washington, 
| Mr. Nelson said “ had rather transcended his 
|| power; that the President had only certain consti- 
| tutional powers which he could exercise, and they 
| had been transcended; and Texas was left in a po- 








exas was to exercise, so far as the army and the |! sition which, if she had been of a fickle character 


ject to his command: consequently they wei > both 


to be employed for the protection of Texas, w hich 


was then a foreign country. Texas had then no 


connexion with the United States; and if Texas, 
' then a foreign country, was entitled to this assist- 


navy were concerned; for they were both to be sub- 


ance, without any previous stipulation, surely the 
President of the United States was justified in em- 
ploying the army and the navy for that purpose, 
after she had been incorporated into this Union by 
legislative action. The President, then, stood com- 
pletely vindicated on this ground, and was not 
liable to the slightest charge of exceeding his power 
and his duty. 

But still apprehending that the Government of 
Texas would not be satisfied, further and more ex- 
plicit assurances were given by Mr. Calhoun to 


| 
| and unstable in her policy, would have driven her 
into the arms of France and England, which had 
been so much carped about. 

While he was on this branch of the subject, he 
' would here, in his place, state some matters in re- 
| Jation to things which had been much discussed at 
‘large. Texas, to be sure, had great domestic mis- 
' fortunes, but she was never recreant to the princi- 
ples of liberty; and if she had stood alone from, 
and been disregarded and denounced by all the 
nations of the earth, she never would have swerved 
from the principles of constitutional liberty. She 
never could have been driven from the principles 
ingrafted in the very nature of her constituency. 
She never thought of forming an alliance which 
could have dishonored her escutcheon. She never 


thought of owing allegiance to any country but 
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e with which she could be incorporated on prin- || vast waste between the Del Norte and the Pacific. 
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ciples of equality, ‘Texasnever thought of making || So that we should have not a Mexican army alone, 


any proposition affecting any of the institutions || but an Indian enemy, to combat. 


she had taken to that country, or to impair her | 


| 


He could not vote for a measure, therefore, 


self respect, or the respect of other nations. Eng: || which embodied such a provision, If Mexico is 


jand never proposed the subject of — or of | 
abolition to Texas. England never 

stion to Texas which, if she had pursued or 
accepted, would have degraded her in the eyes of 
the purest patriot that ever lived. Nothing was 
ever proposed or done but what ought to take 
lace Detween nations, although the journals of the | 
Inited States, on various occasions, had thought 
fit to assail, not only the authorities of Texas, but 


the British and other foreign Ministers, and to de- | 


nounce them as foreign emissaries, and the Presi- 


ade a sug- | 


to be conquered and brought to terms—he would 
not say See a peace,” but ‘ta war”—it 


| must be by subduing her—by letting her feel our 
_ Superiority. Mexico has not yet felt the calamities 


dent of the Republic of Texas as a traitor to the || 01 
rinciples of liberty, for which he ought to be || forbear, in regard to the condition of a sister repub- 
hurled from his high estate. He was perfectly ‘| lie? Should we not raise our hand against Mexico 


aware that all this would cause some excitement, 


| of war. She feels that we have penetrated into 


her country, but such is the humanity which al- 
ways will characterize our arms, that it is a less 
r . 
affliction than she apprehended. Her people are 
becoming wealthy by the munificent means which 
we dispense in the purchase of supplies, and hence 
the inducement is to wish the continuance of the 
war, rather than its termination. Should we, then, 


because it is a republic? Why, what kind of re- 


which might lead to annexation; but Texas was | publicaninstitutions were those of Mexico? Whilst 
not ina very comfortable position; and therefore || feeble ‘Texas had maintained a Government for ten 


he was willing that the United States should be | 
induced to act by public opinion. 

So far, then, as that was concerned, he did not 
regret the abuse which was heaped on Texas by 
the people of the United States, and by some 
statesmen too. But England was represented by a 
gentleman (Captain Elliot) whose intelligence | 
would compare with that of any representative | 


| 


from any country, if Mr. H. was able to judge. || 


He was a man who sympathized with Texas, and | 


| 


| 
} 


j 
| 
| 
| 


he proposed nothing but what was for the interest | 


of Texas. He was representing faithfully his own 
Government, and he regretted that the blind zeal | 
of Mexico could have withstood the strong remon- | 
strance which had been made to her, to recognise | 
the independence of Texas. He required nothing | 
but commercial relations between England and | 
Texas, and an interchange of her fabrics for the | 
products of the South. ‘The character of that gen- | 
tleman was preeminently praiseworthy and patri- | 
otic, and it would be seen that Texas appreciates | 
him when she writes her annals. And as a states- | 
man and diplomatist, he was entitled to all the | 


respect and gratitude of Texas. {| 


And now as to the expediency of prosecuting 
this war, or what course is it the most expedient 
for the Government of the United State to pursue? | 
This is a question which involves not only the 
eanpeaiins 7s 
tion. Propositions have been made to withdraw 
our troops to a certain line. This would be a line | 
of little less than two thousand miles for this coun- | 
try to protect, which would be worse than the in- | 


vasion of Mexico. Why, they would have liter- || 


ally to make the Rio Grande a fortification, requi- 
ring, from thence to the Pacific, ten thousand men. 
It would require a corps of cavalry—nay, a bat- 
talion—to guard the caravan of supplies of the 
army stationed so far from its resources. The 
supplies would have to be sent by wagons, or on | 
mules, and unless the supplies were protected, the 
army maintaining the line would be liable to be 
starved out at any time, and millions on millions | 
would not be sufficient to pay for the transporta- 
tion alone. But besides the danger of the supplies 
being taken by hostile parties, the enemy could pass 
between our stations into the interior at any time, 


| from such a thraidom, and give them liberty while 


| 
i| 


j 
| 
' 
j 
} 
} 
j 
| 
| 


| 
| 


} 








unless we had a large force of cavalry to pursue 


them. And when we had congregated a sufficient | 
force to repel an invading army, the enemy could | 


pass at other points 4nto the interior, or take gar- 
risons which had been weakened by the concentra- 
tion of the army. Such a war he was satisfied 
would be interminable. Why, how long was the 
war continued when there was the ocean between 
Mexico and Spain? He believed it was nineteen 
pee | after the revolution before Spain recognised 

exican independence. Nor would Mexico ever 
come to terms unless we make her feel our power. 


If it were even possible to supply the line, as pro- | 
u 


jected, there would bea continual border war. No 
soldier would ever be able to go out of the garri- 
son, unless with a large body of troops. They 
would not trust themselves in small parties, lest 
they should be cut off by rancheros, who exercise 
great A eo and address. They are sagacious, 
watchful, hardy, and enterprising. Rancheros on 
the frontier correspond to the pioneers of North 
America. They are good marksmen, so that they 


| 


| 
| 
i 
! 
| 


| 


ears without a single convulsion, how many had 
Mexico endured? In the last twelve months, Mex- 
ico had had three revolutions, he believed. 

Mr. BENTON. She has had seventeen in 
twenty-five years. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And yet we are to regard her 
as an organized Government, entitled to our sym- 
pathies, and we are to withhold the infliction of 
necessary and well-deserved chastisement! He 
could not so regard her. If Mexico had an estab- 
lished government—if her usurpations were not 


'| now almost daily, and her acts of despotism glaring 


and flagitious, he might feel for her some sympa- 


thy. But when he saw her citizens deprived of | 


their liberties—when he saw her people in a more 
abject condition than southern slaves on planta- 
tions—he could not feel for her any sympathy. 
He should rather endeavor to relieve that people 


he chastised their despots. 
An honorable Senator had alluded to their par- 
tiality for the soil, and the respect they felt for the 
lace where the bones of their ancestors were laid. 
e had spoken of their patriotic throes. He spoke 
of their remembrance of their Bunker Hills, their 
Lexingtons, and their Yorktowns. But was it not 
sacrilege to the memory of our ancestors thus to 


| associate them with Mexicans? He desired to be 
ut the honor and glory, of this na- || 


ointed to one field in Mexico which would entitle 

er to association with the name of Bunker Hill, 
or Lexington, or Yorktown, or any other achieve- 
ment of ours. Did perfidy give triumph to our 
revolutionary fathers? Did cruelty characterize 
their achievements? Where could a parallel be 
found in Mexico to Bunker Hill? Would they 
find it in the consecrated soil of Texas? He could 
not believe that our Revolution had been effected 
by acts which outrage humanity, or that our fa- 
thers had relied on duplicity, ambuscades, and 
faithlessness, which characterized the Mexicans. 
Would they go to the fields of Texas to see how 
Mexican warfare was characterized? What said 
Goliad? Did that afford a parallel to Lexington? 
And the Alamo—what said the history of that 


| memorable event? 


But, to return from this digression, he could not 
believe that peace could ever be brought about 
with Mexico until she had felt the calamities of 
war. We must march, not merely to her borders 
to annoy her there—for we should only add to the 
miseries of her inhabitants and the extortion of 
her rulers, by affording them a pretence for extor- 


tion under the plea of necessity to defend the | 
country—we mftst strike home. Let them know | 


that we are not warring against the rights of their 
citizens—against the oppressed people of Mexico, 
nor their priesthood, nor their religion. Show 
them that you will respect their temples, treat 
their images with deference, and, however much 
you may differ from their religious opinions, teach 


them that they will be entitled to freedom of | 


thought, and the most perfect liberty. Show them 
that you only intend to chastise their tyrants and 
oppressors. Go to their capital, and he would not 
doubt of success in this war. If everything has 
not already been achieved, it is no reason why we 
should despair of the most perfect success. We 
can conquer Mexico. _ 

Our squadron is sufficient to blockade the ports 








LR 


interior with your arms. March on! And if you 
inflict a shock on the mind of Mexico, follow it 
up with rapidity, and you will be able to dictate 
peace in the halls of Montezuma, or wherever else 
you please, even on the sacrificial stone in her 
capital. 

He had been sorry to hear subjects and senti- 
ments brought into this discussion which would 
be calculated to animate Mexico. They had here 

had descriptions of the climate which would dia- 
hearten our men, and discourage inlistments. 
They had had vague fears expressed that our na- 
tional resources would not sustain the war. And 
these were given as reasons why this nation should 
be degraded by falling back upon a line of terri- 
| tory less than that which she has claimed as her 
own. Now, if they did not press on, they would 
afford encouragement to Mexico, and dishearten 
/our own troops. He would not encourage the 
| enemy by depreciating our own means, or by un- 
| due sympathy in the calamities of war. He would 
| entertain no sympathy with a nation which had no 
| self-respect. 

Whatever is said here on behalf of Mexico or 
| to the disparagement of the United States or her 
| capabilities, will have a deleterious influence on 
_ the operations of war. If we encourage Mexico 
| by disheartening our own people—if we revive 
| their drooping spirits, nerve their arm, and ani- 
| mate their hopes, we shall find that the war will 
| continue interminably; but if we have united ac- 
| tion and councils in this nation, we shall not only 
| produce efficiency in our troops, and find that we 
have ample resources, but produce a moral effect 

on Mexico. Distraction here is encouragement to 
Mexico. Dissensions here are aids to Mexico. 
No matter what the motive may be, such will be 
the effects; and it is effects that we should revard, 
Mexico is not insensible to the opinions of this 
body. For the purpose of showing the influence 
the debates here have upon them—not only upon 
the political men of that country, but upon the 
/community at langee—he would read an extract 
| from a letter written at the National Palace of 
| Mexico in the month of September, 1843, by Mr. 
| Bocanegra to Mr. Thompson, then our Minister 
| resident there. He says: 
“The undersigned hopes, with good reason, from the 
| principles of justice which ought to preside over the delib- 
| erations of the Congress of the United States, that it will 
never listen to suggestions, nor to private interests, detri- 
| mental to the law of nations and international law; but as 
| it may happen that ambition and delusion may prevail over 
| public propriety, that personal views may triumph over sane 
and just ideas, and that the vigorous reasoning of Mr. John 
Quincy Adams and his co-laborers may be ineffectual. how 
can it be considered strange and out of the way that Mexi- 
co, under such a supposition, should announce that she will 
regard the annexation of Texas as an act of declaration of 
war??? 

He had read this for the purpose of showing, 
that whatever advocacy Mexico may receive on 
| this floor, or in our councils, either National or 
'| State, it would have no beneficial result on this 
country. 

When the declaration of war was made by Con- 
gress, it was almost as theaction of one man. He 
had hoped to see the unanimity preserved which 
was manifested on that occasion. That unanimity 
delighted his heart. He felt that we were then 
united to redress the wrongs of the United States, 
and to chastise Mexico into a determination to re- 
compense us for the wrongs done to us, by hold- 
ing her territory until she shall reimburse us«that 
which is due, and the expenses of the war. 

And as to the subject of slavery, which had been 
brought into this discussion, for one, he had to 
say, that he anticipated nothing but evil from 
| this premature discussion of that subject. It was 
|| not a question which necessarily grew out of the 
‘| war, or the general policy of the war. He re- 
| garded it as a calamity under which the nation 
| labored; but it was not brought on by ourselves, 
| but by our ancestors. 
| He admitted that it was a question which must 
| be some day met, but he trusted the intelligence of 
|| this nation would control all the evils connected 
| with it, and not justify the anticipation of disunion 
|, amongst us. Disunion here? Hecould not bear 
| the word. Let not the name of Texas, his home, 
the last to be incorporated into this Union, ever 
| be blasphemed by the word “disunion.”” Let not 
|| the Union be severed. The boon we possess is 


could organize avery efficient force. But besides, || of Mexico, and to exclude her from the benefits || too rich, too mighty, and too grand—the sum of 
human happiness we enjoy is too great, the amount 


this line would be exposed to various Indian tribes 


i 


of commerce, or to make her subsidiary to the 


—to the Cumanches, and others who occupy that |) revenue of the United States. Penetrate into the 


of liberty is too precious 


This question was not 
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raised for our good. Why, was not the North de 
pendent on the South? And was not the South 


. || subject; out the Senator had said that the line he || Generals Taylor and Arista acted on th 
proposed was an extensive one, and that it would || mation. And from September to May 


dependent on the North ? Woiuld it not be to each || 
a suicidal act? and to both destruction ? Disunion! | 


It was a monster; and if he could, he would seize 


upon its mane, drag it forth, and inspect its seales, || 
and if it had a penetrable spot, he would strike it 


to the vitals. 

He relied on the intelligence of the country to 
avoid that agitating question. He would postpone 
it. It was an evil which ought not to be invited; 
but when it shall come, let it be managed with the 
judgment of reasonable men, and not by passion- 
ate excitement. 

He had been very sorry to hear the war denounced 
as an unjust war, and as a small war. 
not going now to debate that subject. He was, 
however, perfectly satisfied that the President could 
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take ten thousand men for its maintenance. But 
he supposed there was a part of that line which 
would require no considerable defence. 

A brief conversation ensued between the Sena- 
tors from South Carolina and Texas, cting 


|| that line, and the possibility of protecting it with- 
out a large force. 


He was | 


not have pursued a course different from the one | 


which be did pursue. He should give the Presi- 
dent all the support which he deserved as the Chief 
Magistrate of this nation. He is our ruler under 
the Constitution, and we enjoy the blessings of that 
instrament under God. The President has been 
placed at the head of this Government by the voice 
of a free people, and he should therefore give the 
President that aid which the necessities of the 
country require, reserving to himself at all times 
to question the propriety of his proceedings, It 
was a duty which they owed to the country to co- 
operate with and sustain the Executive in the pres- 
ent crisis, 


do it for the honor of the country. He would do 
it to enable the President to secure the success of 
our arms. He would do it for the purpose of hum- 
bling Mexico, and producing a peace as immediate 
as possible. He regarded the President of the 
United States as situated like Moses in the olden 
time. It wae necessary that Israel, that chosen and 
favored people, should go to war with the Amale- 
kites—for territory he granted it was. Moses di- 
rected Joshua to select chosen. young men to go 
out and fight against the Amalekites, and Moses 
stood on the top of a mountain to witness the bat- 
tle, with Aaron and Hur. And it came to pass 
that Moses held up hts hand that Israel prevailed, 
and when he let down his hand Amalek prevailed. 
But Moses’ hands became heavy, and they took a 
stone and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and 
Aaron and Elur stayed up his hands, the one on 
the one side and the other on the other side, and 


his hands were steady to the going down of the | 


sun. And Joshua discomfited Amelek and his peo- 
le with the edge of the sword. So should we 
uphold the hands of our President, and smite 
Mexico with the edge of the sword. 
Mr. CALHOUN said, the Senator from Texas 
had endeavored to make certain words which he 


had used in a communication to the Texas Com- | 


missioners cover more ground than he had intend- 
ed, 


Senator’s interpretation would imply. 


The Com- 


missioners from Texas naturally required protec- 


So far as he had power to do it, as a | 
representative of the American people, he would | 


For himself he had no such intention as the | 


‘Texas by Mexico—that the subject would be sub- 


| naval force. 
, would have to come, unless some extraordinary 
| circumstance should occur. 


Mr. HOUSTON then returned to the letter of | 
the Senator from South Carolina, when Secretary 
of State, to the Texan Commissioners, to show 
that his interpretation was sustained by its phrase- 
ology. He said he could not suppose that the 
Texan Commissioners would have entered into ne- 
gotiations without the fullest assurance of protec- 
tion for 'Texas in all emergencies. 

Mr. CALHOUN explained, that his meaning 
was in case of an emergency—the invasion of 


mitted to Congress. He again insisted that the 
line which he had designated could be maintained | 
with a small foree. Part of it was occupied by | 
Indians, and other part to the Pacific was covered | 
by water, and therefore would require but a small 
To this (he said) this Government 


He called upon the | 
advocates of the opposite policy to consider it. | 
Their view of dictating a peace was an event which 


no man could yet see; and it might be so far post- 











Feb. 


— 
at infor. 


»G 
Arista acted only on the defensive; thus the fact 


corroborated the statement of Mr. Marks, who 
was a highly respectable citizen. 
could not suppose that a general on 








Mr. C 
the frontief would act on such an unofficial com. 
a — with respect to Arista, he had 
only to say that as soon as the Mexicans oo 
shanty mar the attack. oe 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he desired to ask one 

uestion of the honorable Senator from Michigan 

Mr. Cass.] He did not hear that Senator dis 
tinctly, and did not understand whether he said 
that General Arista had not made any communica. 
tion to General Taylor before the latter left Corpus 
Christi, or whether it was merely that the letter of 
Mr. Marks did not show that General Arista had 
communicated with General Taylor. 

Mr. CASS observed, in reply, that what he said 
was confined to the letter. 

Mr. WESTCOTT observed that he was satis. 
fied from information he received before he came 
here in the fall of 1845, and since, that General 
Arista accepted the command of the army in the 
northern provinces of Mexico with the view of 
effecting a revolution in those provinces, and sepa- 
rating them as an independent republic from the 
Central Government of Mexico, and ridding them 
of the tyranny of that Government. General 
Arista had lived long in the United States, spoke 


} 


poned that the nation would get tired of the war || our lanyuage, and was a republican in pencils, 


and abandon it, or take this defensive line. He | 
believed it would be found the best for the whole | 


country. i] 


Mr. HOUSTON desired to know whether, if | 
Congress had adjourned without acting upon such | 
a message as the Senator from South Carolina had | 


| intimated the President would have sent in, in the 


| the other day, a question arose about certain inter- | 


, alleged he had had with Arista on two points—first, to nake 
| the Colorado the boundary between him and Taylor; and, 


| §from the village of China, (Mexico.) 


tion, having just ground to apprehend that Mexico || 


might take advantage of the circumstances and 
position in which she would be placed, but they 
asked for more than this Government could com- 
ply with. All that the Administration could then 
do, was to place a fleet on the Gulf, and to send 


General Gaines on the frontier; and if Mexico | 
should make any hostile movement, to bring the 


subject before Congress. The Administration was 


aware that the question of war was with Congress | 


and not with itself. 


recommendation to Congress, and that it would 
have done. 
The Senator from Texas said that those move- 


ments did more to endanger the peace of the coun- | 


try than the marching of General Taylor from 
Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande. But that move- 
ment at last produced no war. The truth was, 
that although there was a possibility that Mexico 
might interfere when the negotiations were known; 
although she might have.a strong desire to do so, 
yet her condition at that (me was such that she 


pression was, that if we had stood on the defen- 
sive—if we had maintained Texas as we found 
Texas, there would have been no danger of war. 


The Administration was re- | 


solved to do all that it could constitutionally do; || 4, department in this city. 
but on the question of war it could only make a | c 


b&b for Washington. 


emergency contemplated, the President would have | 
rendered the promised aid to Texas? 

Mr. CALHOUN said that was provided for. | 
Congress was to be called together with all possi- | 
ble despatch. 

Mr. CASS said, in the course of the discussion | 


views which General Arista had been said to have 
had with General Taylor, and certain propositions 
he had been reported to have made to the Ameri- 
can general. These statements were quoted from 
a letter published in the Charleston Mercury, on 
which he proposed to say a few words to remove 
all misconception: 

“On the 23d of September, 1845, Mr. Marks wrote to 





General Taylor, detailing to bim conversations which he 


next, as to the disposition of the Mexican Government to 
make a satisfactory arrangement with the United States. | 
Then on the 29th of October, the Secretary of State received 
the following letter from Mr. Marks, dated at New Orleans: | 


“ * New Orveans, October 29, 1845. 

“© Sir: [have the honor to transmit herewith, ‘Copy? of | 
‘a letter Lad iressed to General Z. Taylor, at Corpus Christi, | 
I despatehed it by | 
‘ special courier to him, but was subsequently informed that 
‘the express was detained at the town of Camargo, (on the 
© Rio Grande,) up to the 7th instant, by reason of the continual 
‘and heavy rains. I beg leave to add, that I arrived in this 
‘city yesterday from Matamoros, and will leave to-morrow 
{ am, with great respect, &c., 

“<T. D. MARKS. 


« ¢To the Hon. James Buonanak, 
* « Secretary of State.’ 
‘ But it was important to notice that the following signifi- 
cant paragraph in the letter to Mr. Buchanan was not pub- 


| lished: 


* «Independently of my personal services, I have tavelied 


dollars.’ 
“On the 6th of November, Mr. Markg’s letter arrived at 
fle had no authority whatever 
for his proceedings, which were entirely voluntary. On 


| the very same day which Mr. Marks’s letter was received, 


the letter of Mr. Black, our consul at Mexico, in answer to 
a previous communication of the Government was received, 
stating that the Mexican Government would not enter into 
any arrangement. Mr. Marks arrived in Washington on the 
10th of the menth, on the very day on which Mr. Slidell’s 


| final instructions were made out. Mr, Marks requested 
| employment as a secret ageut to go to Arista; but he brought 


| authority from Arista or anybody. 


no letter from General Taylor, nor presented any trace of 
He was told that the 
Government could not employ him—that the whole matter 
was committed to Mr. Slidell, and that General Taylur had 


| no intentions, in the then existing circumstances, to remove 


|) erament considered annexation as an actof war. 


: ;  s | from Corpus Christi. Mr. Slidell’s despatch of the 17th De- 
had little capacity to make any war, and his im- || 


cember, and Mr. Black’s letter of the 18th, were received 
here on the 13th of January, announcing distinctly that Mr. 
Slidell would not be received, and that the Mexican Gov- 
Nextday 


re SF. || (the 14th) General Taylor was ordered to advance from-Cor- 
That was hisimpression. And on that impression || pus Christi.’ 


he had all along acted. He would not go into this | 


Mr. CALHOUN said the fact was clear, that 


at my own expense, disbursing upwards of two thousand 


and at that time feared the success of the efforts 
, then making to place a European prince ona throne 

in Mexico. r. W. said he was informed from 
| quarters he placed full credit on, (he would say, 
| moreover, that his information was not derived 
| from any connected with departments in this city,) 
| that while General Taylor was at Corpus Christi, 
| General Arista sent Mexican officers to his camp, 


|| one of them his near connexion, and indicated to 


| him his intentions and purposes, and that so far 
| from his movement to the Rio Grande being ob- 
jected to, it was indicated, it was wished; and 
| im such superior force as to give to General Arista 
| an excuse to his Generals Ampudia, Mejia, Vega, 
and others, (inimical to him, and who would be 
opposed to his views, if known,) for not crossing 
the river and attacking the United States forces. 
Whether General Taylor placed reliance on this 
| information, or sat itas mere Mexican hum- 
bug, or whether he communicated it to the Gov- 
/ernment, Mr. W. did not know. But (said Mr, 
| W.) I do know that officers of the army did com- 
| municate to the War Department the substance of 
a portion of this information. He knew this from 
persons of high character with the army at this 
time. If General Gaines’s troops had been sent 
to Mexico and marched with 
troops to the Rio Grande, it is probable no battle 
would have taken place. The truth should be 
brought out. If the facts were, as he believed, 
they afford another justification to the Adminis- 
tration, and perhaps for General Taylor, for march- 
ing to the Rio Grande. 
r. SEVIER said the Senator referred to facts 
which would be found fully developed in the cor 
| respondence of General Taylor, from which it 
| would be seen that there was not a word of truth 
| in the rumors to which the Senator had referred— 
| if General Taylor had told the truth. 
He went into an examination of the documents, 
to show, that from the position of the parties, 
through several months, this could not be the 
| truth; and he said he. did not find in the printed 
| correspondence, that, from the time General Tay- 
| lor left New Orleans, in July, for Corpus Christi, 
_and afterwards to the Rio 


eneral Taylor’s 


| rande, General Arista 
had ever been seen. Arista was superseded by 
Ampudia a few days before the battle. 
r. WESTCOTT said he did not find the infor- 
| matio:; he had received in any of the documents 
published. Indeed, the printed: volume of last ses- 
sion, oo documents referred to by the 
Senator from Arkansas, had not as yet been re- 
ceived by him; but according to his recollection of 
the documents, from his hasty glance at them when 
they were communicated, statements made in the 
ondence corroborated the statements of Mr. 
Marks, which the Senator thought there was no 
truth in. Mr. W. believed that General Arista 
had. communicated to General Taylor his views 
and intentions, and that he desired a strong force 
of the United States on the Rio Grande to give 
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ment; and this was the reason, as he believed, Tay- || 
jor’s inferior and exposed force was not attacked | 
x Corpus Christi, and that Point dsabel was not | 


ee 
countenance to his purposed insurrectionary move- } 
ti 
| 
| 


en. 
wile hoped a call would be made on the War De- | 

tment for all the correspondence with any offi- | 
cers of the army or other persons on this subject, || 
and he believed it would tend to justify the course | 
of the Administration on this subject. . 

Mr. SEVIER. It is all in the documents. 

Mr. WESTCOTT had examined the documents, 
and he did not find it. If the objects and purposes 

tof going to the Rio Grande were as he had stated || 

them, he did not find it in the documents. | 

After some other explanations, the conversation 
dropped. 

The Senate then went into executive session, 
and, after some time spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 














HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Famay, February 19, 1847. 
Whe Journal of yesterday having been read in 


t, its further reading was, on motion of Mr. || 
DANIEL, dispensef with. 


The SPEAKER announced the buisness first in 
order to be the resolution pendingat the adjournment 
yesterday, providing that all debate in committee 
on the bill to provide for continuing eertain public 
works in the Territory of Wisconsin should cease 
in half an hour after it should again have been || 
taken up. 

Mr. BRODHEAD demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which motion does not seem to have been en- 
tertained. 

Mr. DANIEL asked if it would be in order to | 
move to postpone the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair thought not. | 
The resolution was one of that kind which could | 
not give rise to debate, apd necessarily required 








the action of the House. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BOYD withdrew his motion. 

The SPEAKER then said that the question 
would be on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being ‘taken, were yeas 
9], nays 41. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the private 
ealendar. 

Mr. McKAY gave notice, that if that motion 
should be rejected, he would move that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the army appropriation bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave a similar notice in 


Mr. HENLEY gave a similar notice in relation 
to the Patent Office bill. 

Mr. DANIEL obtained leave, in support of his 
motion, to say that he had pressed the private cal- 
endar very little during the present session on the 
consideration of the House. There were several 
meritorious claims upon it; and it seemed to him 
that there would be ample time for the transaction 
of other business, even if the House should consent 
to give this day and to-morrow to the consideration 
of private bills. He urgently entreated the House, 
therefore, to sustain his motion. 

Mr. MecCLERNAND requested Mr. Danret to 
waive his motion, so as to enable him (Mr. McC.) 
to present a memorial. 

r. DANIEL intimated his willingness to do 
80 on pledge of its renewal. 

Mr. McCLERNAND then rose and said: Mr. 
Speaker, I rise for the pur of presenting the 
memorial of the Jackson Monumental Committee 
of this city, praying Congress to place at the dis- 
pene of that committee four brass cannon and two 

rass mortars, weighing in all 4,930 pounds, to be 
used as material in constructing a monument to 
General Andrew Jackson, and to ask for the me- 
morial the favorable consideration of this honorable 
body. Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon 
a of this committee for their zeal gud 
public spirit in so noble an enterprise, or upon 
cour a. the prom and liberality with 
To this extent 


which they have responded to it. 





| appropriate. 
| ever during brass’’ can add to the imperishable || 


own ostracism, or watched untempted by the flick- 


relation to the river and harbor bill 


sessed, should have been that man to the peop 
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they have di#proved the charge,.if it be not alto- | 
gether untrue, that republics are ungrateful. 

The committee represent that they are now as- 
sured ample means may be obtained by voluntary | 
contributions to insure the early completion of the 
monument. They state that the column of Napo- |) 
leon, formed after the model of that of the Emperor |, 
Trajan, is made of the cannon taken by Napoleon 
at the battle of Austerlitz—that the equestrian sta- 
tue to Wellington, now in the course of comple- || 
tion, is to be made of the brass pieces captured by || 
that genera! at Waterloo; and it satisfactorily ap- 
pears that the pieces asked for are the same which 
were captured by General Jackson in a gallantand 
brilliant affair at Pensacola in 1814, and that they 
are now “ unserviceable.”” From these considera- 
tions, the committee appeal to Congress to devote 
these pieces to the purpose of perpetuating the form || 
of the illustrious chief whose skill and valor gave || 


| them to his country. 


This disposition of these trophies is peculiarly 
Not that ‘sculptured stone’’ or }| 


renown of Andrew Jackson; but because it is just || 
that a statue raised by a grateful people to the | 
memory of a departed hero should embody in its 
form a part, at least, of the tokens of his victories. || 
It is not only sanctioned by custom, but is emi- 
nently proper as a means of perpetuating the in- |} 
fluence of the virtuous and patriotic examples of || 
** the illustrious dead.” 
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The memorial was then read as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 


States. 


The memorial of the Jackson Monument Commitee re- 
spectfully represents, that the committee have now the full- 
est assurance, in the amount of voluntary contributions al- 
ready received, that adequate means are attainable to erect 
the monument to General Andrew Jackson contemplated 
by those who value his public services. In preparation for 
the work, and as a fit material for the statue, they ask Con- 
gress to put at their disposal a portion of the cannon taken 
by the General during his campaigns. 

The trophies of victories have, in all time, been consid- 


|| ered most beneficially appropriated when devoted to per- 
| Petuate the fame of their achievements, and the memory 


| of the conduct and valor through which the country tri- 
| umphed. 


The column of Napoleon is made of the cannon taken at 
Austerlitz ; and for the material of the equestrian statue to 
Wellington, recently erected in London, the British Gov- 
ernment has dedicated the brass pieces captured at Water- 
loo. 

General Jackson took at Pensacola some large mortars and 
cannon of the finest metal, which more than a hundred years 
have tested, and shown to be indestructible by tine and the 
elements. These pieces are not of the caliber used in our 
service, and they are reported as “unserviceable” at the 
Ordnance Department. 

The cominittee hope that Congress may deem that they 
ean be devoted to no purpose so suitable as that of perpetu- 


| ating for future ages the form of the hero who gave them 
| to his country, and that by resolution such of them as are 


designated in the paper annexed, signed by the chief of the 


| Ordnance Department, will be directed to be delivered to 


the Jackson Monument Committee, for the object they have 
in charge. 


“Brass artillery captured <¢ Pensacola by General Jackson: 


alt : | 4 4-pounder brass guns, weight.......... 2,500 Tha, 
This is not the proper occasion to pronounce a || 29-inch brass mortars, weighit......... +. 2,130 « 

formal eulogy upon the man whose last aspirations || — 

were for the welfare, the glory, and happiness of Es 4,990 Ibs. 

his country. But I may be allowed to say that An- ||, “ These guns and mortars are now lodged at Waterviiet 


“drew Jackson was no man of a common order. 
Left fatherless and friendless in his youth, he! 
wrote the word “* exceLsior’’ upon his crest, and | 
pushed his way upward and onward to power and | 
distinction—from the rank of a private to that of a | 
general, and from the position of a citizen to that | 


of Chief Magistrate of the Republic. The name of | 


honest, the unflinching, the man of irop—has be- | 
come a household word to his countrymen—an | 


What he said and did is written on that record of | 


words and deeds accumulated from the wisdom || 
and heroism of ages, and there, as a lesson and | 


incentive to posterity, it will be written forever. 


|| arsenal. They are not of the caliber used in service, and 
|| are reported unserviceable. 


“G. TALCOT'T, Lieut. Col. Ordnance. 
* ORDNANCE Orrice, @pril 14, 1846.” 


| Mr. McCLERNAND asked leave to introduce 
| the following joint resolution in connexion with 
the memorial: 


Whereas a number of enterprising and patriotic citizens, 


| Jackson—the indomitable, the strong-willed, the || associated as the “ Jackson Monument Committee,” have 


| respectfully memorialized Congress to put at their disposal 
four brass cannon and two brass mortars, of the total weight 
of 4,930 Ibs., to be used as material in constructing a monu- 
ment to the memory of the ilustrious hero and statesman, 
Andrew Jackson: 

And whereas it satisfactorily appears that the said guns 
are the same which were taken by General Jackson in the 
service of the United States at Pensacola, and that they are 
now certified by the chief of the Ordnance Office to be “ un- 


| 
i 


Endowed, perhaps, with a less bold and subtle || serviceable :”* Therefore, 


philosophy than Jefferson—with a less dazzling 
and theoretic genius than Napoleon—he was the | 
equal of them both in energy and concentration of | 
purpose—their superior in the attribute of common | 
sense. His principles were lofty and stern—proof | 
alike against power and corruption. As Aristides, 
he could have wfitten, unmoved, the ballot of his 


invocation of patriotism and duty to all lands. | 


ering torches of night over the treasure which 
strewed the field of Marathon. 
was active and daring, yet vigilant and judicious. 
To constancy and fortitude he had impetuous and | 
almost romantic valor. At the battle of New Or- | 
leans he won the crowning glory of his military | 


As a general, he | 


career. There he confirmed the 
claimed upon the classic plains of Platea, the pre- 
eminence of free States in the defence of their | 
hearth-stones and independence over the unwieldy | 
empires of crowned conquerors. As it is the habit | 
of a free people to delegate great authority to one | 
man, who is the reflex of the popular will—the in- 
dividualized Argora through which the voice of a 
nation is heard in after ages, so it is not to be won- 
dered that Jackson, with such qualities as he ‘er 
eo 


his time. | 


The pride we feel in the man is not a partisan | 
t arises from what he did for his country. | 


ride. 
Phere are many inthis hall who bearded him—un- || 


successfully itis true, but fearlessly—when he was | 
wrapped in his pride of power and place, and | 
wielded, with boldness and energy, the sword of | 
State. But this arose from honest difference of | 
opinion. It was not disereditable to them nor him, | 
All that fierce denunciation, generated and sus- | 
tained b 
cause. 


party zeal, has passed away with its 


detraction which was to obscure his fame has pass- 

ed away forever. 
I have no more to add. 
rayer of the memorialists will be granted by this 
House. 


reat truth pro- | 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
aforesaid guns be, and the same are hereby, put at the dis- 
| posal of “the Jackson Monument Committee,” for the pur- 
| pose of being applied as material in constructing a monu- 

ment to the memory of General Andrew Jackson, and the 
| President of the United States is hereby authorized and re- 
quested to see that they are so faithfully applied. 


The reception of the resolution being objected 
to— 
|; Mr. McCLERNAND moved to suspend the 


|| rules; which motion was decided by yeas and 
|| nays: Yeas 112, nays 40. 


So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. McCLERNAND then introduced the joint 
resolution; which was read a first and second time, 
| and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The resolution was engrossed accordingly, and 
read a third time. 
| ‘The question recurring on its pa eae 
| Mr. HOPKINS ‘moved the seve question; 
| and, under its operation, the resolution was read 
a third time, and passed. 


} 
} 


1 Mr. BURT asked leave to move to discharge 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


|| Union from the joint resolution for refunding to 


| the several States certain expenses of volunteers. 
| Mr. HENLEY moved that the House resolve 


|| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


| the Union. The motion was disagreed to. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
| On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the House re- 
| solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
— calendar, Mr. Foor, of Vermont, in the 
ir. 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING moved to lay aside all 

| bilis preceding the bill for the relief of Mary Brown, 


here is no vandal hand to tear away the || widow of Jacob Brown, and that the commitiee 
first leaf in his chaplet of laurel; and the smoke of || take up that bill. 


Disegreed to, 
The bill for the relief of John Ericsson was 
first taken up, and amended, on motion of Mr. 


and eighty dollars out of the bill, and inserting the 
sum of seven thousand five hundred and forty dol. 


Iam confident that the | WHITE, by striking the sum of fifteen thousand 
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————— : 
ars. The bill was then laid aside to be reported 


to the House. 


The next bill taken up was the bill for the relief 
of Andrew A. Jones. he bill was amended and 
ordered to be reported to the House with a recom- 
dation that it do not pass. 

The bills for the relief of the Bank of the Me- 
tropolis; for the reliefofthe heirs of the late Daniel 
D. ‘Tompkins; and for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Farrow and Harris, were acted on, 
and ordered to be reported to the House. 

The bills for the relief of Robert T. Norris, and 
for the relief of the heirs of the Marshal de Rocham- 
beau, were acted on, and ordered to be reported to 
the House, with the recommendation that they do 
not pass. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Paul 
Jones was next taken up. 

” "The bill was advocated by Mr. I. E. HOLMES 
and Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, and opposed by Mr. 
BOW LIN and by Mr. DANIEL, in part. 

Mr. YOST moved to extend the distribution of 
the prize-money to the officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines of the squadron under his (John Paul Jones) 
command, who are citizens of the United States, or 
their representatives. Agreed to. 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL moved to make it pay- 
able out of any money or stocks of the United 
Siates. Avreed to. 

Mr. DANIEL moved to cut off the interest. 
Acreed to. 

The committee rose and reported the foregoing 
bills as ordered by the committee. 


Mr. BROCKENBROUGH moved to take up 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
for the relief of Gad Humphreys and George Cen- 
tre was rejected at the last session upon the ques- 
tion of enzrossment. Mr. B. said it occurred du- 
ring his illness, and the motion to reconsider was 
made by his friend from Alabama, [Mr. Cuap- 
min.] There had been some previous discussion, 
during which the House appeared to be satisfied: 
and he supposed the rejection was from some in- 
advertence, for there certainly could be no doubt 
about the principle, which was recognised by all 
Governments, and had been repeatedly by this, in 
cases which he had before him, and could quote if 
necessary. Indeed, other persons who had suf- 
fered.on the same occasion had received remune- 
ration. The case was for the burning of private 
property at the abandonment of Micanopy by Col- 
onel Pierce during the Florida war. It was burnt 
to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy 
and being of service tothem. He had evidence 


before him to show the very meritorious character | 


of the claim in this case, and the legal principles 
showing the obligation of the Government, if any 
doubt was entertained. ‘This was a case of pecu- 
liar hardship: the parties had given the use of their 
property to the Government gratis, when they 
might, as the officers testify, have charged their 
own price; and in return the Government burnt 
their buildings and goods, and has since refused to 
pay for them. F 

‘The question was then put on reconsideration, 
and decided in the negative. 


Bills of the following titles, which had been 
heretofore acted on in Committee of the Whole, 
and which were lying on the Speaker’s table, were 
taken up, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tarlton Wood- 
son, deceased, was first taken up— 


And on motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was | 


laid on the table. 


A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Converse, wid- 
ow of Josiah Converse; 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives || 
of the late Joseph E. Primeau and Thomas J. || 


Chapman; 


deceased ; 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Gideon; 
A bill for the relief of David Myerle; 


A bill for the relief of Captain James Pennoyer; | 


A bill for the relief of Lewis C. Sartori; 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of i} 


Simon Spaulding, deceased ; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Bunce, deceased; 


A joint resolution for the relief of M. A. Price, | 


and E, A. White; 
Were severally ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 


| sider on the table. 


| the 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Feb. 20, 





The bills being engrossed were acc6rdingly read 


a third time and passed. 
The bill to grant a preémption right to the heirs 


or legal representatives of John Smith T., which | 


had been reported by the Committee of the Whole 
with an amendment, was now taken up. 


| amendment was read as follows: 
| And provided that if any private rights exist | 
to any part of said location adverse to that of the 


claimants herein, the same shall be reserved, and 


| saved to said adverse claimants.”’ 


The amendment of the committee was concurred 


_ in, and the bill ordered to be engrossed and read a | 


third time and passed. 


The bill for the relief of Martha Clark was next | 


taken up. 

Mr. bRODHEAD stated that since it had been 
reported, a law had passed which would grant the 
relief contemplated by the bill. He therefore 


moved to lay the bill upon the table. The motion | 


was agreed to. 


The bill for the relief of Thomas Wishart, which | 


had been reported from the Committee of the 


y . ‘ } 
Whole with the recommendation not to pass, was | 
taken up, and the report of the committee concur- || 


red in. So the bill stands rejected. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of the legal rep- 


resentatives of James H. Clark was taken up, read | 


a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of John Ericsson, reported 
this day from the Committee of the Whole with an 
amendment, was now taken up, and the amend- 
ment concurred in; when, 

On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, the bill was laid 
on the table. 


The bill for the relief of Andrew A. Jones, re- 


ported this day from the Committee of the Whole || 
with a recommendation that it do not pass, was || 


taken up. 

Mr. 
in favor of the bill, and in opposition to the recom- 
mendation of the committee. 


The question was taken, Will the House concur || 


in the recémmendation of the committee; when, 


On motion of Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN, the | 


bill was laid on the table. 


Mr. DANIEL moved to reconsider the vote by || 


which the bill for the relief of the legal a 
tives of Jos. E. Primeau and Thomas J. Chapman 
was passed. 


Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question; 


| and, under its operation, the House refused to re- 


consider. 


‘The bills for the relief of the heirs of the Mar- || 


shal de Rochambeau, and for the relief of Robert 
T. Norris, reported this day from the Committee 
of the Whole with the recommendation that they 
do not pass, were taken up, and the report of the 


| Committee of the Whole concurred in. So the said | 


bills stand rejected. 


The bills for the relief of the Bank of the Me- 


tropolis and for the relief of the heirs of the late 


Daniel D. Tompkins, reported this day from the | 
Committee of the Whole, were taken up, and or- | 


dered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
they were engrossed and read a third time, and 
ssed. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved that the vote on the pas- 


| sage of the last-mentioned bill be reconsidered. 


Mr. LEWIS moved to lay the motion to recon- 
Agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of John Paul Jones, re- 
ported this day from the Committee of the Whole 


| with an amendment, was taken up, the amendment 


concurred in, and the bill ordered-to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and it was engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The question on the passage of the bill was deci- 


|| ded by yeas and nays in the affirmative: Yeas 88, | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Silas Duncan, |) 


nays 52. So the bill was passed. 
Mr. LEWIS moved to reconsider the vote on 
ssage of the last-mentioned bill. 
r. ROOT moved to Jay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. Agreed to. 
So the bill stands passed. 
The House then took up the bill to regulate the 


| carriage of passengers in merchant vessels, which 
‘| had been returned from the Senate with amend- 
| ments. 


The question was put on concurring with the 


| Senate in their amendments, and decided in the af- 


firmative. 


The following bills of the Senate were taken up, 


i 
1} 


The i} 


| 


‘ALEB B. SMITH made a few remarks | 


i and read a first and second time, and referred to 
| appropriate committees : 

An act for the relief of Fernando Fillany; 

An act supplementary to an act to authorize the 
|| Secretary of State to liquidate certain claims there. 
in mentioned, passed Appil 18, 1814; 

An act to compromise the claims of the heirs or 
legal representatives of John Smith T, under a 
| Spanish grant; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury, with the approbation of the Attorney Gep. 
| eral, to purchase for the United States the interes: 
of Balie Peyton in the tract of land upon which 





the mouth of the Mississippi river; 

| An act for the relief of Jeanette C. Hunti 
_ widow and sole executrix of William D. C} 
|| deceased; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Brownell; 

An act for the relief of Susan E. Gordon; 

__ An act for the relief of William G. Davis and 
| Mary Ann his wife; 

| An act for the relief of Hobson Johns; 

| An act for the relief of Samuel W. Bell, a native 
|| of the Cherokee nation; 


ngton, 
leever, 


. 
An act providing for the payment of the claims 
|| of Walter R. Johnson against the United States; 

| An act for the relief of Milledge Galphin, exec. 
|| utor of the last will and testament of George Gal- 
|| phin, deceased ; 

‘| Anact to authorize the payment of a sum of 
‘| money to Robert Purkis, ‘ 

| An act for the relief of Charles M. Gibson; 

|| Anact for the relief of Elizabeth Pistole, widow 
|| of Charles Pistole, deceased; 

| And act for the relief of Richard Bloss and 
|| others; 

An act for the relief of Thomas H. Noble; 

An act for the relief of James McIntosh; 

'| An act for the relief of George Roush; 

An act to authorize the settlement of the account 
|| of Joseph Nourse, deceased; 

|| An act for the relief 6f Joseph F. Caldwell, 
An act for the relief of Peter Engels, sen. 

| A bill from the Senate for the relief of the heirs 
| of Jethro Wood was taken up, and read a first and 
|, secon] time; when 

Mr. GROVER moved that the bill be referred to 
| the Committee on Patents. 

, _ Mr. PERRILL moved that it be referred to the 
‘|| Committee on Agriculture. 

| Mr. HENLEY said that the Committee on 
|| Patents had examined this claim, and moved that 
| it be put upon its passage. 

Messrs. RIPLEY and ROOT opposed the pas- 
me of the bill. 

| r. ROOT moved to lay the bill upon the table; 
On which motion no querum voli. 

So the House adjourned. 


! 





| 

IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, February 20, 1847. 
| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- 
| rial of Robert Owen, praying the action of the Sen- 
|, ate in relation to a plan which he proposes to sub- 
mit to them for improving the condition of society; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Maryland, in favor of an appropriation 
for a light-house at Drum Point, on the Chesapeake 
Bay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition of citizens of New 
| York, praying that no proposition appropriating 
i ublic land for the construction of a railroad to the 
| acific, may receive the sanction of Congress; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. : 

|| (Mr. DIX explained, that this petition, which 
|| was thirty feet in length, prayed that the public 
| lands should be free for the settlement of any citi: 
| zens who would occupy and cultivate theea.} 

1 Also, a petition of citizens of New York, pray- 
'| ing a change in the present system of disposing of 
|| the public lands; which was referred to the Com- 
/ mittee on the Public Lands. 

| Mr. SOULE presented the memorial of Joho 
Hagan, E. Lackett, and Sherman Johnson, pray- 
ing compensation for a number of slaves, liberated 
by the British authorities at the port of Nassau, 0 
the Island of New Providence, on board the brig 





the light-house stands at the Southwest Pass, at ® 
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Creole, a vessel sailing from the United States, 
and compelled, by a mutiny, to proceed to that 
ort; which was referred to the Committee of 


Claims. 





Mr. CAMERON presented six petitions of fe- | 


male inhabitants of Pennsylvania, praying such an 
alteration of the Constitution and laws as will abol- 
jsh slavery in the United States; the motion to re- 
ceive which was laid on the table. 


raying an amendment of the naturalization laws 
of the United States; which was laid upon the 


ble. 
: ai the petition of Rachel Maule, heir and rep- 


which was laid upon the table. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 


reported a bill making appropriations for certain | 
fortifications of the United States for the year end- | 


ing June 30, 1848; which was read a first time. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee of Claims, re- | 


ported a bill for the relief of Hola-to-Emathla, 
and other Seminole warriors; which was read a | 


first time. 

Mr. R., from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of William H. Prentiss; which was 
read a first time. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, | 


reported a bill for the relief of James Pennoyer; 
which was read a first time. 
Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pen- 


sions, reported a bill for the relief of David N. | 


Smith; which was read a first time. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill to amend 


the act of the 26th of February, 1845, extending | 


the jurisdiction of the district courts to certain 


cases upon the lakes and navigable waters con- | 
necting the same, reported it without amend- | 


ment. 

Mr. A., from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill to authorize a term of the circuit 
and district courts for the district of Illinois to be 
held at Chicago, Illinois, reported the same, with 
a recommendatiou that it do not pass. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill relinquishing 
to the city of Madison, in the State of Indiana, all 
the right and title of the United States toa certain 
strip of unsurveyed land lying within the limits of 
said city and bordering on the Ohio river, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Edmund J. Forstall, in behalf of Hope & Co., of 
Amsterdam, and others, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a resolution directing the Secretary 


of the Treasury and the Attorney General to ex- | 


amine into the case fully, and collect such authentic 
information as they can obtain in relation thereto, 
end make report thereon to the Senate on the first 
day of the next session. ‘The report was ordered 
to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, the prior orders 
were suspended, and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration, as in Committee of the Whole, of 
the bill to exempt certain articles imported by lit- 
erary institutions from the payment of duty. 

No amendment having been offered, the bill was 
reported to the Senate and ordered to a third read- 
ing, and was, by unanimous consent, read a third 
time, and passed. 

GRADUATION BILL. 


Mr. BREESE said he was induced by the mes- 
sage of the President of Saturday last to ask the 
Senate to take up the bill to reduce and graduate 
the price of the public lands. {t would be seen 
that the measure was expected to add a million 
annually to the revenue, and he hoped the Senate 
would now consider it. As it had been fully dis- 
cussed last session, it could consume no time. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped not. The Senator 
from Missouri had given notice that he would this 
morning call up the bill making provision for ad- 
ditional officers. There was no expectation that 
the graduation bill would be taken up, and the 
Senate was now thin. 

_Mr. EVANS also expressed a hope that this 
bill would not be taken up. If the Senator from 

issouri was not pre to go on, he (Mr. E.) 
would ¢all up the civil and diplomatic appropria- 


| 





| 
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| 
| 
| 
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put the graduation bill on the ground of a measure 


| for revenue, he should recollect that a revenue bill 
could not originate in this body. * 


Mr. BENTON, while he allowed the importance 
of the graduation bill, suggested the propriety of 
permitting the bill for the appointment of officers, 


| which was necessary to complete the organization 
| of the new regiments, to take precedence. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, | 





Mr. BREESE then withdrew his motion. 
BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 
A number of private bills were received from the 
House, read a first and second times by unani- 


10 ep- | mous consent, and referred to the appropriate com- 
resentative of Eli Shoemaker, deceased, praying || 


indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; | 


mittees. The resolution granting certain unser- 
viceable brass cannon to the Jackson Monument 
Association, was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE TEN REGIMENTS. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the prior orders 
were suspended, and the Senate proceeded, as in 
committee of the whole, to the consideration of the 
bill making provision for additional officers, and 
for other purposes. 

The bill having been read, Mr. B. moved to fill 
the blank left for the amount of bounty to be paid 
to volunteers reénlisting, with ** twelve dollars,’’ 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. DIX moved to amend the bill, by adding 


the following sections: 


“Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to add tothe pay 
department of the army two deputy paymaster generals, with 
the pay and allowances each of a deputy quartermaster gen- 
eral; and ten payimasters, with the pay and allowances each 
of paymaster of the army; and the officers so appointed shall 
give such bonds as the President shall, from time to time, 


direct: Provided, That the deputy paymaster generals shall, | 


in addition to paying troops, superintend the payment of ar- 
mies in the field. 
“Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, That the officers of 


the pay department still have rank corresponding with the | 
rank to which their pay and allowances are assimilated: | 


Provided, That paymasters shaij not in virtue of such rank 
be entitled to coummand in the line or other staff departments 
of the army: Provided, also, That the right to command in 
the pay department between officers having the same rank 
shall be in favor of the oldest in service in the department 


without regard to the dates of commission under which they 


may be acting at the time. 

* Sec. —. .4nd beit further enacted, That paymasters be, 
and are hereby authorized and empowered, by and with the 
approbation of the Secretary of War, to employ one clerk 
each at a salary not to exceed $700 per annum.” 

Mr. DIX stated that these amendments were 
substantially contained in the bill originally re- 
ported by the Committee on Military Affairs at an 


early period of the session—the ten regiments bill. | 


The House bill, however, having been taken up, this 
bill was not acted on. There was some difference in 
the mode of appointing the additional paymasters 
between this amendment and the bill to which he 
had referred, which he explained. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, where was the ne- 
cessity fur these deputy paymasters general ? 


exigencies of the service. 

Mr. DIX replied that he would not advocate the 
appointment of those officers, if he did not deem 
them indispensable. 
should serve here. One was to serve at New Or- 
leans, and the other was to accompany the army. 
The disbursemenjs were very heavy. Last year 
they amounted to $4,565,000. 
would not fall short of eight or nine millions. 
These officers were peculiarly necessary in present 
circumstances; and during the last war similar offi- 
cers were appointed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON wished to know if the last 
clause did not contain a new principle—the allow- 
ance of a clerk to each paymaster. 


Mr. DIX replied that the paymasters were for- | 
But the || 


merly allowed a soldier from the line. B 
responsibility of paymasters was very great in con- 


sequence of making disbursements in specie, and || 


it was indispensable that they should have confi- 

dential clerks. They had had them since 1838, 

but the compensation was hitherto limited to $506, 

a sum not adequate to procure the services of com- 

petent persons. I: was now proposed to augment 
compensation to $700. _ 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that, if he under- 
stood, the salary was to be increased, and not a 
new class of officers created. Did the Senator 
mean to say that the increase became necessary in 
consequence of the sub-treasury? [A laugh.) 


He | 
was opposed to the increase of these bureau offi- | 
cers further than was absolutely necessary for the 


It was not intended that they || 


This year they | 


463 


= = ores a = 
| tion bill; and if the Senator from Ilinois meant to 


Mr. DIX had not said se. It was in consequence 
of our present military operations. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the provisian for two 
deputy paymasters general. He did not under- 
stand how they were to exercise a superintendence, 
or what advantage was to accrue from their ap- 
pointment, either in supplying the troops or insu- 
ring greater responsibility. The simplest form in 
which disbursements could be made was to have 
no intermediate agent between the paymaster gen- 
eral and the paymasters. An intermediate agency 
could only have the effect of producing confusion 
and a delay of business. He was also opposed to 
the multiplication of high-titled officers. Occasions 
for such appointments were always springing up, 
and new necessities constantly urged for them. 
Such was the natural tendency of the state of 
things as it now exists, and he knew the difficulty 
of checking it. There was an increase of two dep- 
uty paymasters general and ten paymasters. He 
thought there was no necessity for this increase. 
It was a new scheme to improve the administra- 
tion of this department, which had hitherto been 
found to work well. They had great confidence 
in the present head of this department, but as to 
these deputy paymasters general, he could only 
consider them as useless appendages. 

Mr. DIX repeated that one of these officers 
would be stationed at New Orleans, and the other 
would be with the army. The paymasters give 
bonds for $20,000, and, during the war, may fre- 

uently have in their hands $200,000 or $300,000. 
These deputies would have to give heavy bonds. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. What bonds? 

Mr. DLX. What the President may deem neces- 
sary, Learing a proper proportion to their respon- 
sibilities. ‘They would have to pay away large 
sums. This was no new idea. It was carried 
into practice during the last war. He referred to 
the Military Register of that period to show that 
this was the fact. He thought the appointment of 
these officers necessary for carrying on the war in 
a foreign country. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would only say if the 
bonds now exacted from paymasters were insuffi- 

_ cient, let them be increased. We had no ground 
for determining what should be the bond required 
of a deputy paymaster general. He was in favor 
of the simplest way of doing things. The security 
of the public funds could not be increased by their 
passing through intermediate hands, This would 
rather increase their danger: the fewer the hands 
the greater the security. If smaller sums were not 
secure in the hands of many paymasters, would 

| not larger sums be less secure in the hands of one 

'or two; and the greater the accumulation the 
greater the danger? 

The question was then taken on Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN’S amendment to the amendment; and 
, was decided in the negative. Ayes 15, noes 17. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out the allowance for a 
clerk to each pay master. 

Mr. DIX expiained, that clerks were now au- 
thorized by law, and were employed at a salary of 
five hundred dollars. This amendment was only 
to increase the pay to seven hundred dollars. No 
change in the law was contemplated, but merely a 
|| change in the salary. He read a paragraph from 
| a letter of the Paymaster General, stating that the 
duties of the clerks were now greatly increased by 
| the law requiring the payments of the troops to be 
| made in specie. The Quartermaster General was 
|| allowed a discretion in fixing the salaries of the 
' clerks in his department according to the services 
| required. 

r. CRITTENDEN suggested that the time 

'might not be remote when a paymaster would be 

asked for to pay the paymasters., 


|| Mr, C. then withdrew his amendment. 
| Mr. JARNAGIN offered an amendment requi- 
ring the nominations to be submitted to the Sen- 
| ate. He had been informed that there were some 
|| twelve, or perhaps seventeen, additional paymasters 
| now employed, and receiving some $3,000 per an- 
| num each, who had never been before the Senate 
for confirmation. He believed that under some 
| former law, the President was authorized to appoint 
| additional paymasters. What he desired was, to 





} alter that law, so as to require that all additional 
oe now in service be submitted to the 
| nate for confirmation, as well as all who might 


| hereafter be appointed. 
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M vi DIX said these paymasters had been appoint- | nificant. He did not see how the operations of the 


ed under the act of 1838, which authorized their || wo periods could be com 
appointment by the President alone. They were | 
- ialbeoged 


for the volunteers only, and would be d 
when they were disbanded. It might be proper 
to make the amendment proposed eo far.as to apply 
it to those hereafter appointed, but it would be ex 
post facto to go back and apply it to those already 
in service, and appointed under an existing law 
which made no such requisition. 

Mr. JARNAGIN thought that all the names 
should be submitted to the Senate for confirmation. 
The change which had taken place in the character 
of the volunteers rendered it proper that this should 
be done. 

Mr. BENTON thought this course hardly cor- 
rect. ‘The law authorizing these appointments by | 
the President had been for some time in operation, 


tice. It would not be right to rescind the appoint- 
ments already made. 

Mr. DLX insisted that we could not interfere 
with the present officers, who would probably go | 
out when the term for which the volunteers had 
engaged would expire, which would be in June. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said he was not disposed to 
find fault with these officers. If they should be 


renominated, he would be disposed to vote for | 


them; becayse they could have become familiar 
with their duties, which would give them an ad- 
vantage over new men. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Jarnacin’s 
amendment to the amendment, and decided in the 
negative: Ayes 14, noes 15. 


‘The amendment of Mr. Dix was then agreed to. | 
Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the bill, || 
by striking out the second section, authorizing the 


appointment of three assistant adjutants general. 
He wished to know if this suggestion came from 
the Adjutant General ? 

Mr. BENTON replied, that the increase was 
not suggested by the Adjutant General, but from 
the Secretary of War, who is the representative of 
the President. His communication was on the 
table. The present number of officers of this class | 
was not sufficient. 
inspector general were ‘tthe right arm of the com- 
manding general, by which he was enabled to carry 
on hisoperations. Inthe year 1798, General Wash- 
ington explicitly required that such and such offi- 
cers of this class should be with the major general. 


ders and the general efficiency of the army. With- 


out an ample staff in these important departments, | 


he would not be able to go on. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had asked if the 
head of this department had made application for 


tion would have come from him, through the Sec- 
retary of War. He presumed these officers might 
be necessary for the service. But he believed that 


every major general now in the field had his adju- || 


tant general accompanying him. 


be disabled. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then the major general | 
could appoint a successor. He objected to this un- 


necessary multiplication of officers. Every major || 
general had his adjutant general. It would appear |, 
as if these officers were to be stationed here, and || 


not on the field. They were probably to be Wash- 
ington city officers, to be stationed here. 
whether so or not, they appeared to him to be su- 

verfluous, We were called on to go on multiply- 


for it. He was willing to allow all that were ne- 
cessary, and to pay them liberally; but amy addi- 


tional number beyond what was necessary would | 
} 


oniy be a burden. 
Mr. DIX referred to the Military Register of 1813, | 
and showed that during that war, there were eight | 


adjutant generals with the rank of. colonel, and || 
eight aasistant-adjutant generals with the rank af |! 
The number now proposed was moderate || 


major. ' 
compared with what it was in 1813. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said we had ten adjutant i 
But the || 
war of 1813 was very different from the present || 

Then anarmy occupied a vast circle extend- || 
ing round the whole country, reaching from Maine |) 
to New Orleans, and all along our frontiers to the || 
It embraced the entire circumference of the || 


generals now, in 1813 we had sixteen. 


war. 


lakes, 


| were very arduous. 


The adjutant general and the | 


| ship. 


{ 
| 
|| of these ought to be promptly filled. 

ing officers, without understanding the necessity | 
' 
| 





red. 
Mr. DIX replied that the number of officers was 


not regulated by the character of the war, but by || 


the number of brigades. 
After an inaudible remark from Mr. TURNEY, 
The question was taken on Mr. Critrenpen’s 


| amendment to the amendment, and decided in the 
| negative: Ayes 15, noes 16. 

' Mr. DIX moved to amend by adding a section | into service. 
|| authorizing the appointment of two addiuonal cap- || not the President be authorized to call for an elec. 
| tains, and six additional first lieutenants to the ord- 

|| Nance corps. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


the States. When vacancies occur, the nex 
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‘ ; t in 

command might take the place without takine 

| rank of the senior officer. . xing the 

| Mr. ATCHISON moved to amend the bill } 

| Striking out the objectionable words in the fifth, 

| Mr, CASS said he did not regard th 

r. said he did not regard the voly 

as militia. Nothing could be looked on as milne 

| which the President had not the right to call out 
That was his construction. Could 


tion? 
Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the bill on the table, 


Mr. DLX moved further to amend the bill, by || and the motion having been agreed to, 


adding a section authorizing the addition of two 
i] companies to each regiment of artillery, and au- 


thorizing the equipment of four companies of artil- 


| lery, one from each regiment, as light artillery, in 
and no harm had hitherto resulted from the prac- || 


addition to those authorized under existing laws, 


| to receive the same pay, &c., as dragoons. 


Mr. DIX said that addition was necessary in 


consequence of the number of light guns in the || 


service, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. How many men to each 
company? 

Mr. DIX. One hundred. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. How many companies? 

Mr. DIX. Eight. 

Mr. NILES. What is the term of service? 

Mr. DIX There was no authority to discharge 
these companies at the end of the war. He pre- 
sumed they could be then dispensed with. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked a further explana- 
tion as to the allowance of rations in the last sec- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. DIX explained that the object was to re- 
store to the officers embraced in that section, the 
double rations of which they were deprived by the 
construction put by the department on the act of 
1842. ‘They always had these double rations pre- 
vious to that period. General Jesup was now in 
the field. The duties of the Adjutant General here 
This clause was recommend- 
ed by the Secretary of War. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. BREESE moved to amend the bill, by ad- 


| ding a section providing that the additional com- 


panies of artillery shall be inlisted for ** during the 


war,’ and that all the additional officers autho- | 
| rized by the bill shall be discharged at the end of 
(| the war. 

On these officers depended the execution of all or- || 


Mr. DIX asked if this was intended to apply to 
the companies of artillery, or to all officers. 

Mr. BREESE. To all officers. 

Mr. DLX suggested that if the avar should ter- 
minate in one mouth after the close of the session, 


| all these officers would be discharged. 
this increase, and he had supposed that an applica- || 


Mr. BREESE. That would be no great hard- 
Congress could remedy the evil. 

After aremark from Mr. DAYTON, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ATCHISON said he understood that the 


cur in the volunteer regiments. Three-fourths of 


|| these officers held their commissions from the State 


authorities, and the remainder by appointment of 
the President. 
the question, whether the volunteers are to be re- 
garded as regular soldiers or as militia. He had 
never heard this question settled, although, from 


‘| some recent circumstances, he had supposed they || 
i] ppo y 
But | 


were to be considered as militia. There were up- 
wards of one hundred vacancies ene and all 
t 


was ex- 
pedient that this should be done. But had we the 


| power, if they were State troops, to authorize the 
\ ’ y ps, 


>resident to fillthem? If they were State troops, 

the officers held under the States, and the States 
must fill the vacancies under their own laws. If 
they were regulars, the President could fill them. 

Mr. BEN'VON said that vacancies are occurring 
daily, and the President or Commander-in-Chief 
filled them as they occurred by promotion, or as 
the law prescribed. The difficulty was more of 
an abstraction than a fact. 

Mr. ATCHISON said that the mode of appoint- 
ing officers varied in different States. In Missouri 
every officer was elected. In Connecticut the ap- 
pointment was by the Governor. The rule, there- 
fore, could not act uniformly, nor without doing 
violence to the State authority. 

Mr. CALHOUN, after calling for the reading of 


country, and was opposed to the greatest Power in |, the clause, said his mind was made up not to vote 
the world, Now our foe was comparatively insig- || for any violation of the constitutional authority of 








|| nexion with it during that discussion h 





|| was commenced by the act of Mexico. 





This, therefore, would bring up 


The Senate proceeded to the special order. 
THREE MILLION BILL. 
| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


| three millions of dollars to bring the war with 
Mexico to a speedy and honorable conclusion, 


Mr. SIMMONS said, when he rose the day be. 
fore yesterday to address the Senate, it was his 
| purpose simply to reply to some observations 
| which had just been made by the Senator from 
| South Carolina; but having been prevented by cir. 
|, cumstances from proceeding with his remarks, he 

had concluded to make some observations in ref- 
| erence to the general tenor of the proposition now 
, before the Senate. 
|. The bill had been so long under discussion that 
| the subjects which had been brought up in con- 
0 ad become 
|| more important than the bill itself; and, were it 
| not for the clear and distinct manner in which the 
|| Subject was announced every morning by the Vice 
| President, they would be in danger of forgetting 
|| the question that was immediately before them. 
| The immediate question he understood to be upon 
| the amendment offered by the Senator from Michi- 
| gan to the amendment of the Senator from Geor- 
gia. He would merely make one remark in ref- 
|} erence to the amendment of the Senator from 
Michigan, and it was, that that amendment seem- 
ed to him to conflict with the general purposes of 
the bill itself, as he understood those purposes, 
and as they were explained bythe Senator from Ar- 
kansas, who introduced the bill. It was a bill 

roviding the means for bringing the war with 
| Mexico to a speedy and honorable conclusion; 
|| and according to the Senator from Arkansas, the 
money intended to be appropriated by it was to 





| 
| 
| Whole, the consideration of the bill appropriating 








|| dispose the hearts of the people of Mexico to peace. 


The amendment of the Senator from Michigan was 

| introduced with the old label upon it, that nee 
is 
phrase was becoming as customary as the words 
per se were in the days of President Tyler. He 
was in favor of the amendment proposed by the 
| Senator from Georgia, because he thought it con- 
| tained something that was germain to the bill itself. 





; It was calculated to reconcile and appease the 
| President was to fill all vacancies which might oc- || 


Mr. BENTON suggested that this officer might || 


minds of the people of Mexico, for it set out with 
| a declaration that the war was not prosecuted with 
| & view to conquest. 5 

Before proceeding to other subjects imeetinely 
connected with this bill, he would say a few words 
|| respecting the character of this war, for this bill 
appeared to have been selected, according to the 
suggestions of Senators on the other side, for a een 
eral consideration of the whole subject. It had 
been suggested that they ought to go on and make 
all the appropriations and vote all the supplies that 
were necessary for the prosecution of the war, re- 
| 


! 








serving the consideration as to the responsibility 
of the President and the propriety of his conduct 
in the matter until some convenient time, and this 
appeared to him to be as convenient a time as any 
that they would have to offer any suggestions 
which Senators might choose to make in reference 
to the matter. ; 
There had been a great deal said on both sides 
in reference to the character of this war, its origin 
and its purposes. The Senator from A 
seemed to be of the opinion that the character of 
| the war would be to a great extent determined 
ae the character of the measures which pro- 
duced In this the Senator was to some extent 
correct. The Senator had proceeded, as he under- 
stood him, to assign the annexation of Texas 38 
the principal cause of the war, and proceeded to 
say, that if the annexation of Texas was unjust 


and unholy, his own then the 
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